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Julinda Abu Nasr Receives the 
Asahi Reading Promotion Award, 1994, 

for the Portable Library Project 

Bologna. Italy. April 8. 
1994. 

On behalf of the 
Institute for Women's 
Studies in the Arab 
World, Beirut University 
College, Julinda Abu 
Nasr, Ph.D. receives the 
Asahi Reading Promo
tion Award for The 
Portable Library Project. 

The Asahi award recog
nizes a group or an in
stitution that has made a 
significant and lasting 
contribution to children's 
reading through a suc
cessful book promotion 
program. Dr. Julinda 
Abu Nasr received this a
ward for devising and 
administering a Portable 
Library Project. 

The Portable library 
carries 150 carefully se
lected children's books. 
During the war, the port
able library played a 
major a nd constructive 
role in taking books to 
children . It provided li
brary service to espe
cially needy and disad
vantaged groups in war
torn Lebanon. More than 
75 portable libraries 
were distributed to bomb 
shelters, refugee camps, 
hos-pitals for terminally 
ill children, as well as 
centers for the handi
capped, maimed, or
phans and delinquents . 
Today, boo-ks are sent to 
remote rural areas where 
few reading materials are 
available. 

Members oj LEBBY 

IWSAW staff. leJt to Right: Randa Abul-Husn, Anita 
Farah Nassar, Julinda Abu Nasr, AJaJ Akhrass 

The Institute has also 
trained writers , illustra
tors , librarians and 
published 8 Arabic story 
books, a nd one music 
book. These may be or
dered from the Institute . 
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correctio~ 
AL-RAIDA (Winter 

1994. #64) unintentional
ly Jailed to acknowledge 
the hard work and dili
gence oj Ms. Siham JbeiU 
who was the coordinator 
oj IWSA W's conference 
on Arab Women and the 
Enuironment (Nou. 25-
27, 1994). 

The proceedings oJthe 
conference wlll be auaila
ble at IWSA W in the Fall. 

1. 

I 

I 

i 

I 



About AI-Raida ... 

The purpose of Al-Raida: 
A1-Ra ida is published four 
times a year (quarterly) by the 
Institute for Women's Studies 
in the Arab World . Beirut 
University College, P. O. Box 
13-5053/59. Beirut. Lebanon 
Tel. (01) 867 6 I 8 ext. 288 Fa x 
(01) 867098: or c/o Beirut 
University College, 475 
Riverside Drive . Room 1846, 
New York. NY 10115. USA. Tel. 
(212) 870-2592. Fax. (212) 
970-2762. 

Purpose and Content: To pro
mote networking between Arab 
women and women all over the 
world: To research and exam
ine the conditions of women in 
the Arab world . social change 
and development: To report the 
activities of the Institute for 
Women's Studies in the Arab 
World and Beirut University 
College. Each issue includes a 
File discussing a particular 
theme. in addition to articles. 
studies . interviews with promi
n ent women, book reviews. art 
news. bookshelf, and a news
brief page. 

Reprint Rights: All uns igned 
articles may not be r eprinted 
without proper reference to AI
Raida . Permission to reprint 
signed articles must be se
cured from the Institute for 
Women's Studies in the Arab 
World. Beirut Universi ty 
College. 

Submission of Articles: We 
seek contributions from any
one engaged in research. 
analysis, and study on Arab 
Women. Contributions are not 
to exceed five double-spaced 
pages. Please s end diskette 
and hard copy. We reserve the 
right to edit as needed, in ac
corda nce \vith our space 
limitations and gUidelines. 
Contributions should not have 
been published elsewhere. 

Subscription: Annual sub
sCription fee to A1-Raida 
extends from January -
December. Upon payment of 
subscription fee of $25. sub
scribers \vill receive regular 
issues in the m a il. 
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LOCAL 
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Gender, Culture and Human Rights 
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Editorial 

Always Changing 
Again, there are changes! In the beginning of 1994, this combined issue of 

AL-RAIDA was set as the target for a series of developments which involved 
giving it a new look and enriching its content. The Institute for Women's 
Studies in the Arab World (IWSAW) , producer and sponsor of AL-RAIDA. is 
determined to make it a quality publication. Initially, rwSAW requested 
additional funding from Beirut University College (BUC), to finance the costs 
of these basic improvements. We take this opportunity to thank the BUC 
administration for the support that made it possible for Al-Raida to move on. 
The first set of changes focused on the layout design and adding more colors 
and pages.Without further ado, we \villlet our new look speak for itself. 
Furthermore, realizing the need for research and statistical data, we added a 
new section, a special File, which will appear in each issue from here on. The 
File will have any of the following sub-headings: studies, articles, surveys and 
other writings on a specific theme for which AL-RAIDA will solicit articles 
from specialists and engage in some research itself. 

The File of this issue addresses the topic of violence against women and 
focuses on Battered Women in Lebanon. It is introduced in two feature 
articles relaying the testimonies of battered women. One recounts real stories 
of Lebanese women suffering from battery and the other addresses forms of 
psychological violence that women endure at home. For the section on 
studies, rwSAW sollicited research on battery in religious courts and 
hospitals, in order to examine the real situation and the facilities that are 
available to women. Hence, leading religious figures in four of Lebanon's 
religious courts and staff members in the emergency rooms of nine hospitals 
were questioned about the procedures and laws that they follow with cases of 
battered women. Additional research includes screening of three leading 
Lebanese newspapers for reported incidents of violence against women. The 
File also includes an interview with a highly influential Moslem Shiite learned 
man in Lebanon, Sayyed Mohammed Hussein Fadlallah. Following the File, 
which has a main focus on Lebanon, is a study on domestic violence against 
women in Jordan and newspaper clippings of various incidents there. 
Evelyne Accad shares with us an in-depth comparative analysis on gender 
and violence in Lebanon and Yugoslavia. Other than File-related material. 
AL-RAIDA offers various articles, interviews, book reviews, and a bookshelf 
section. 

Future Files will feature studies on topics related to women and health, 
women and education, women and agriculture, women and the media, 
women and syndicate activities.We, therefore, encourage independent 
scholars who have conducted their own research in Lebanon or in any other 
country in the Arab World to contact IWSAW and AL-RAIDA for the possibility 
of networking. 

- Randa Abul-Husn 

About (IWSA W) .. 

IWSAW - The Institute for 
Women's Studies in the Arab 
World was established in 1973 
at the Beirut University 
College. It began with a grant 
from Ford Foundation with Dr. 
Julinda Abu Nasr as its 
Director. 

Objectives of IWSAW: To serve 
as a data bank and resource 
and advance a better under
standing of Arab women and 
children. To promote communi
cation among individuals. 
groups and institutions con
cerned with women and 
children in the Arab world. To 
improve the quality of life of 
Arab women and children 
through educational and devel
opment projects. To enhance 
the Beirut University College 
curriculum. 

IWSAW projects: 
Conferences: The Institute or
ganizes local. regional and 
international conferences. sem
inars and lectures to discuss 
issues of concern to women in 
the Arab world. 

Women's Documentation 
Center: IWSAW houses the 
Center. in the Stoltzfus Library 
of BUC. It holds books and in
ternational periodicals. 

IWSAW publications on wom
en include books. and the 
status. development and condi
tions of Arab women in addi
tion to Al-Raida. Eight chil
dren's books with illustrations 
and two gUides. one for setting 
up children's libraries and the 
second for writing and illustrat
ing children's books have also 
been published. 

Income Generating Project 
consists of workshops and job 
assistance to women in war
stricken families . 

The Basic Living Skills 
Projects is a non-formal inte
grated educational program for 
semi-literate women to be used 
in development projects. 

Additional projects include: 
The Rehabilitation Program 
for Children's Mental Health; 
Teaching for Peace . and The 
Portable Library Project that 
rece ived the Asahi- Reading 
Promotion Award in 1994. 
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The Western Stereotype 
of Arab Wonten (1) 

Samir Abu-Absi 

wo women, veiled in black, with the 
one facing the camera peeking through nar
row eye-slits, appeared on the cover. The 
caption read, Women and Islam: the title of 
the story in the July, 1993 issue of the pub
lication of the Catholic Near East 
Welfare Association. The image con
formed to the stereotype of Arab and 
Muslim women as mysterious, marginal, 
faceless entities who have been enslaved 
by a tyrannical religion and abusive cul-
ture. In contrast, the text of the article itself 
deals with Muslim feminists and portrays 
ways in which women activists aU over the 
Middle East are pushing for rights beyond 
those which have already been attained in 
many countries. The story includes a num
ber of photographs showing Arab women 
in modern western dress, presenting a ve
ry different impression from the one con
veyed by the cover picture. 

It seems that the tradi
tional stereotypical image 
on the cover was too pow
erful to resist in spite of 
the fact that it contradict
ed the content of the 
story. 

The October 1987 issue 
of the National Geo
graphic featured a cover 
story. Women oj Arabia. 
by Marianne Alizera. The 
cover photograph shows a 
woman on a beach with a 
long qaJtan. head cover
ing. and facial veil 
standing next to a young 

girl on a swing. The story 
sensitively deals with his
torical and social condi
tions and with the efforts 
of Saudi women to im
prove their lives. The pi
ctures on the inside in
clude that of a Bedouin 
woman driving the tribe's 
water truck, a woman 
clad in western clothes 
who operates a contract
ing business in Jeddah 
that employs 40 men. a 
woman physician examin
ing a baby, and Saudi 
women in leotards at an 
aerobics class. 

The article quotes a 
professional Saudi Singer 
proclaiming, "We women 
have stretched our boun
daries to the limitl" It 
contains an account of 
several Saudi women sp
eaking for themselves a
bout their lives and chan
ging roles and concludes 
\vith a debate in which 
one woman states, "And I 
don't like the condescend
ing attitude of some who 
say 'You poor women 
here, you can't drive; you 
poor women, you can't 
talk to a man; you poor 
this or that.' I wouldn't 
change for millions , and 
who asked them? It's my 
world and I accept it. "(2) 

The cover picture, in
stead of presenting an 
image of Arabian women 
as educated, articulate, a
gents of change, appeal to 
the comfortable steretype 
that readers are familiar 
with. Similarly. a story by 
Thomas Aber-combie, Ibn 
Battuta: Prin-ce oj Tra
velers, in the De-cember, 
1991 of National Geo
graphic, featured on the 
cover the picture of a 
woman's head completely 
covered except for one eye 
peeking out from under a 
white veil. The story dealt 
with the travels of the 
famed 14th century Mu
slim scholar through 
Africa and Asia. The cover 
photograph, which has no 
direct connection to the 
substance of the story, 
represents a gratuitous 
use of a distorted image 



which has been unfairly 
propagated in popular 
culture. 

Another less blatant ex
ample perhaps, but no 
less offensive, appeared 
in Vogue (April, 1992) 
and some other fashion 
magazines. A Bijan per
fume advertisement por
trays, on adjoining pages, 
the picture of a woman, 
presumably Arab or Mus
lim, veiled in a Hijab and 
a casually dressed wom
an the reader can easily 
identifY as being Ame
rican by the American 
Flag in the corner of that 
page. The caption under 
the picture of the veiled 
woman read, "women 
should be quiet, com-

posed , obedient, grateful, 
modest, respectful, sub
missive, and velY, very 
serious." Accompanying 
the American woman's 
picture, who sported a 
Bijan baseball cap, was 
the caption, "women 
should be bright, wild , 
flirty, fun, eccentric, 
tough, bold, and very, 
very Bijan."(3) The adver
tisement created a con
trast between two differ
ent women and. by 
extension, two different 
cultures. Thus, without 
the use of any explicitly 

negative labels, the veil 
was used as a symbol to 
be contrasted with the 
American ideal of fun, 
freedom, and liberation. 

One reason stereotypi
cal images of Arab wo
men seem to be accepted 
at face value has to do 
with the introduction of 
these images in textbooks 
and other educational 
materials when children 
are at an impressionable 
age. Once such images 
are accepted, they become 
difficult to challenge, par
ticularly as they are re
inforced in popular opin
ion in a variety of ways. 

Studies of text books 
used in the United States 

have uncovered the exis
tence of biased. in
accurate and false infor
mation regarding the 
Arab world. One such ex
ample concerns a sixth 
grade social studies text 
book entitled People and 
Culture. The chapter on 
the Middle East, which 
contains pictures of cam
els. tents, and veiled wo
men, includes statements 
such as, "Traditional 
Muslim girls do not go to 
school... \\Tomen cannot 
own property or vote ... A 
man can divorce his wife 

by saying three times 'I 
divorce you ." these state
ments are then followed 
with the rhetorical ques
tion "Would you like to be 
a woman in the Middle 
EastT(4) 

Another example is 
found in The Oxford 
Children's Reference Li
brary, The Arab World 
volume. The author, 
Shirley Kay, asks, "What 
is an ArabT Among the 
answers one finds the fol
lowing: "a peasant... who 
rides a donkey, while his 
wife, in a long black robe, 
walks behind carrying the 
bundles." She adds, 
"Teenagers are not expect
ed to have fun,... In fact 
in some parts of the Arab 
world if a girl thought to 
have behaved badly, her 
brother may kill her, and 
the neighbors will admire 
him for doing his duty." 
(5) 

In cartoons, comic 
strips, movies, television 
programs, and popular 
fiction Arab women, when 
not portrayed as veiled 
nonentities, are depicted 
as seductive, scantily clad 
belly dancers. Such con
tradictions do not seem to 
matter as situations and 
plots are contrived to re
inforce these images. 
Below is an example of an 
episode entitles The 
Surrogate from the popu-
1ar television series, 
Trapper John, M.D., as 
quoted in Jack Shaheen's 
The TV Arab.(6) The sce
nario concerns a patient, 
an Arab sheikh. who of
fers his daughter Aliya as 
a gift to Dr. Gonzo. 
Gonzo returns to his trail
er to find Aliya waiting for 
him in a skimpy "harem" 
costume. The following di
alogue takes place: 

Aliya: My father, the 

Once such 

• Images are 

accepted, 

they 

become 

diffiCUlt to 

challenge. 

(1) I would like to thank my wife. Lucy 
Abu~Absi, and my friend and col league 
at the University of Toledo, Janel 
Bradley. for reading an earlier v(' rsian 
of this article and offering valuable 
criticism. 

(2) National Geographic. October 
1987. p.453. 

(3) I am indebted to LeiJa Gorchev. 
Media Coordinator for the 
American-Arab-Anti-Discrimination 
Committee for bringing this example to 
my attention. See ADC Thnes. June 
1992. p.33. 

(4) Ayad Al-Qazzaz. Ruth Anfi. and 
Audrey Shabbas. The Arab world 
Notebook: A Handbook for Teachers. 
Najda: Albany. California. 1978. p.5. 

(5) Jack Shaheen. 'The Influence of 
the Arab Stereotype on American 
Children." ADC Issues. Issue #2. p.5. 

(6) Jack Shaheen. The TV Arab. 
Bowling Green State University 
Popular Press: Bowling Green. Ohio. 
1984. p.69. 

(7) Janice J. Terry. Mistaken 
Identity: Arab Stereotypes in 
Popular Writing. Arab american 
Affairs council: Washington. D.C., 
1985. p.25-26. 

(8) A1-Raida. Spring. 1992. p.9. 

(9) A1-Raida. Fall. 1992. p.3. 
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sheikh, has sent me here. .-J am yours. 

Gonzo: My what? 

Aliya: Your wife. maid 

servant, slave. Whatever 

you wish. My father has 

given me to you as a gift. 

Gonzo: That's one hell 

of a gift. Don't you have 

anything to say about it? 

Aliya: Your will is my 

will. (She begins to remove 

Gonzo's clothes.) 

Gonzo: Cmon. I'm tak

ing you bade. 

Aliya: No! My father 

would be highly insulted. 

Gonzo: Aren't you in

sulted by this kind of 

treatment? 

Aliya: You don't Know 

my father. He's capable of 

terrible things. 

In analyzing the Arab 
stereotype in popular fic
tion, Janice Terry ob
serves that 'The plots of 
popular novels often focus 
simultaneously on the al
leged mistreatment of wo
men in the Arab world 
and on the provocative, 
cunning nature of Arab 
women. The juxtaposition 
of contradictory traits, in 
this case submission and 
treachery. has already 
been noted as a technique 
common in racist and 
sexist propaganda." Terry 
goes on to say, "Although 
Arab women, like their 
Western sisters, are victi
mized by male chau
vinism and prejudice, 

[~~~~t2>7nJ' ~~: 

they are by no means as 
subjugated or oppressed 
as most Western popular 
literature would indicate. 
(7) 

It is doubtful that any 
popular work of fiction 
contains a more blatant 
stereotype of Arabs than 
Leon Uris' The Haj. A sig
nificant portion of this 
viciously negative stereo
type is devoted to Arab 
women, who in one sense 
are victims of rape , in
cest, adultery, polygamy, 
prostitution, female cir
cum-cision and a myriad 
other physical and men
tal abuses. Women are 
ignorant. powerless, hu
miliated, sexually frus
trated, oppressed, dirty, 
lazy, and superstitious. 
They are obsessed with 
revenge against their 
husbands, who are not 
capable of love or intima
cy, and continually plot 
to turn their children a
gainst their father. This 
state of affairs, according 
to Uris, is to be blamed 
on the Arab culture and 
the Muslim religion. 
While one hopes that 
readers would see thr
ough this attempt at 
creating a grossly distort
ed picture of a whole cul
ture, the reality is that 
the perpetuation of such 
negative stereotype rein
forces a lready existing 
prejudices. 

The popular Western 
image of the Arab woman 
suffers the double bur
den of belonging to two 
groups which have tradi
tionally been associated 
with negative stereotypes: 
Arabs and women. Arabs 
have been stereotyped as 

AbRAIDi\ Future topics in Al-Raida include Arab women's 
educational status: women's health care and 
habits in the Arab world: income generating 
activities and credit for women in the Arab world: 
women in agriculture. 
We invite YOll to submit articles and share 
information if youfeel you can contribute. 

backward, militant. blood
thirsty, greedy, and anti
Western. Women, in spite 
of recent gains on a num
ber of fronts, have been 
stereotyped as sex objects 
who are weak. emotional. 
and irrational. Arab wom
en are doomed to endure 
both of these stereotypes. 
They are never heard 
from, a lthough they are 
constantly being talked a
bout. When they are not 
marginalized as insignifi
cant, faceless, voiceless 
creatures, they are por
trayed as the objects of 
oppression of Arab males 
who veil them, abuse 
them and make them suf
fer the indignity and 
cruelty of sharing a hus
band with at least three 
other wives. 

In spite of the existence 
of good scholarly works 
on Islam and Arab culture 
and history, very little of 
that information has fil
tered into the media and 
popular culture. It is diffi 
cult for the average 
Westener to accept the 
fact that historically Islam 
improved the status of 
women and preached fair
ness and equality. Islam 
limited the pre-Islamic 
practice of polygamy, re
quired the testimony of 
four witnesses to prove a 
woman's adultery, and 
made Adam and Eve e
qually responsible for 
their sins. Early Muslim 
society had many promi
nent women and the Arab 
world today is full of 
women who do not fit the 
stereotype: artists , writ
ers, journalists, scien
tists, physicians, nurses, 
teachers, and politicians. 

Institute for Women's 
Studies in the Arab World, 
Beirut University Colle tte 

P . O. Box 13-5053/59 : 
Beirut, Lebanon. 

Tel: (01) 967618/9 
Fax: (01) 867098. 



Even though Arab 
women, like all women all 
over the world, have not 
yet attained equality on a 
number of fronts , they 
have certainly carried out 
their struggle in an ad
mirable fashion. There is 
tremendous diversity-
which exists among 
Arabs and Muslims de
pending on the country of 
origin, level of education, 
and family structure. It 
would undoubtedly come 
as a surprise to Western 
readers of Al-Raida that 
women comprise 25% of 
the Syrian Parliament 
and 40% of the professors 
at the Syrian University 
(8) and the highest num
ber of votes in the last 
Lebanese parliamentary 
elections went to two wo
men: Bahia Hariri and 
Naila Mouawad.(9) And 
although most Americans 
recognize Hanan Ash
rawi's name and admire 
her eloquence and diplo
matic skill, I suspect that 
they think of her as an 
aberration, a rare excep
tion to that deeply 
ingrained image of the 
Arab woman. 

The sad reality is that 
racism and sexism exist, 
to varying degrees, in all 
cultures. Fortunately, e
ven the most powerful 
stereotypes are subject to 
change. This required 
time, concerted effort, 
and a great deal of educa
tion. The image of Arab 
women as portrayed in 
the examples above, par
ticularly the photographs 
of the veiled women, is 
disturbing and hurtful. 
But in spite of the stereo
typical pictures, the 
content of some of the 
stories I discussed was 
fair and presented a bal
anced characterization of 
Arab women as agents of 
change who are taking re
sponsibility for shaping 

AL-RAIDA vol: XI No. 65/66 ".,-------------, 

their own destiny and that 
of future generation. 

- Dr. Samir Abu Absi, 
Department of English 

Language and Literature, 
The University of Toledo, 

Toledo, OH. 43606-3390 
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·Gender, Culture and 
HUlllan Rights 

SuadJoseph 

M ost human rights movements have 
rightly focused on the state as a mobiliza
tion site for change. The family is an 
additional site of contestation for human 
rights and particularly for women's human 
rights. Without addressing its structure, 
culture, and dynamics, neither women nor 
men will be freed of relations of 
domination. 

Family as a site of 
human rights 

I suggest we look at the 
family as a site for con
struction of notions of 
lights and as an arena in 
which lights are continu
ally contested and re
worked. The family, how
ever, is not an arena 
separate from the state. 
We must challenge the 
public/domestic dichoto
my as dangerously mis
leading in understanding 
the enactment of lights, 
particularly women's hu
man lights. Violations of 
women's human rights 
are often hidden by their 
presumed association 
with family and domestic 
affairs and the presumed 
separation of public and 
domestic arenas. 

The Lebanese Case 

I make a case for bling
ing family into the arena 
of Arab human lights de
bates and activism based 
on my work in Lebanon . 

While it would be un
founded to argue a Pan
Arab paradigm. the speci
ficity of the pattern in 
Lebanon may raise simi
lar issues for other Arab 
countlies. The relevance 
of this research may be 
enhanced by the fact that 
my research site, the 
Greater Beirut urban 
working class municipali
ty of Borj Hammoud , has 
residents from Lebanon, 
Sylia, Palestine, Jordan, 
and Iraq of all religious 
sects. 

In Lebanon. people car
ry their family relations 
into the public arena, civ
il society, and the state. 
Both political leaders and 
lay people plivilege kin 
and idiomatic kin (acting 
as if someone were kin) 
relationships in the pub
lic domain. Therefore, 
family structure. culture 
and dynamiCS have been 
a central part of the polit
ical process of enacting 
rights in civil society and 
the state in Lebanon. 

Relational Rights in 
the Family 

The family is a crucial 
site which embeds, in ear
ly forn1ative years and 
throughout one's life time, 
notions of entitlement 
and what gives a person 
their sense of rights. Who 
gets wha t, when, and who 
must give it to them are 
learned in early childhood 
in family settings. Among 
persons with whom I have 
worked, the predominant 
sense of rights were rela
tional. not contractual or 
individualist . Persons ha
ve not felt that they had 
rights that inhered ab
stractly and uncondition
ally in their own person
hood. Rather, persons' 
rights were embedded in 
sets of relationships. 

That is , among urban 
working class people in 
Lebanon with whom I 
have worked for over 
twenty years , I have ob
served that persons felt 
they had rights to access 
in an agency or in an are
na because they had 
relationships with specific 
people in that agency or 
arena. They had relation
ships of obligation and 
reciprocity that they call 
upon. Often they were ei
ther kin or idiomatic kin 
relationships. People of
ten had relatives in public 
agenCies . Alternatively, 
they created temporary or 
long-term social relation
ships that were modeled 
on kinship that allowed 
them to call each other in 



kin terms (brothers, sis
ters, uncles, aunts) and 
to claim the expectations 
and obligations of kinship 
either directly or indirect
ly through networks or 
brokerage (wasta) . 

Not Collective Rights 

This, however, was not 
a collective notion of 
rights that I observed. It 
was not by membership 
in a collectivity that one 
obtained access to rights 
or a sense of entitlement, 
but rather by having spe
cific relationships of mu
tual involvement \vith 
specific persons from 
which obligations and re
ciprocities flowed. I ob
served a relational con
struct of rights in which 
rela tionships were fluid, 
changing, and continually 
contested. The rights that 
flowed from these rela
tionships were thus also 
fluid, changing and con
tinua lly contested. Rights 
were therefore not experi
enced as inherent, ab
solute, or embodied in the 
self among these urban 
working class persons 
and families in Lebanon. 
Rights were experienced 
as flovving from relation
ships of significance, 
primary to which was 
kinship and idiomatic 
kinship . 

Patriarchal Relational 
Rights 

Given the patria rchy of 
the fa mily system and so
cial order, however, these 
relational rights privileged 
males and elders. Given 
that patriarchal family re
lationships flowed mu
tually between family , civ
il society, religious in
stitutions, and the state, 
then the privileging of 
ma les and elders was mu-
tually reinforced in 
multiple arenas. The 

rights of males and eld
ers, though, were also 
rela tionally embedded. 
Males and elders, there
fore, experienced their 
rights as shifting, fluid, 
and contested. 

Dilemma for Women's 
Universal Human 
Rights Movements 

Why are these issues 
important for developing 
analyses and strategies 
for women 's human 
rights? The human rights 
movement has posited it
s elf on an individualist 
construct of personhood 
and the assumption that 
rights inhere abstractly, 
contractually, and univer
sally, in an autonomous, 
bounded self. This con
cept of rights developed 
as a notion that boundar
ies must be created to 
limit the power of the 
state. The notion of rights 
conceived as a boundary 
(Nedelsky, 1990) to state 
power. This notion of 
rights carried a bounded, 
autonomous entity. 

I am not interested in 
advocating either relation
al rights or individualist 
rights at this point. 
Clearly, there are different 
and multiple notions self, 
personhood, and rights at 
stake. Each has roots 
with complex historical 
and cultural bedding that 
require separate analysis. 
I simply suggest that we 
must identity, recognize , 
and understand the dif
ferent constructs and 
experiences of rights in 
order to figure out how we 
can build the ground on 
which to stand together to 
advocate human rights 
and women's human 
rights. This suggests that 
what is at stake in the 
human rights movement 
is a profound contestation 
over the nature of self-

hood -- what it means to 
be a person, what it 
means to be a human be
ing. The process of 
contestation is itself cre
ating, shaping, and recon
figuring selfhoods. 

Since a crucial site of 
cultural creation, self 
creation, and creation of 
rights is the family, then 
the family must be site of 
contestation over human 
rights and women's hu
man rights . In this 
struggle, it is important 
for us to recognize what 
ground to stand on when 
we fight and who occupies 
the ground. If someone 
fights on a ground that 
we do not occupy, we may 
sympathize with their 
struggle but not be able 
to join it. If someone 
struggles on the same 
ground and shares vi
sions, we may join hands 
in the struggle. If some
one stands on the same 
ground, struggles over the 
same issues and tries to 
dislocate us, silence us, 
co-opt us , or incarcerate 
us , then we must fight. 

Culture and family oc
cupy a ground which 
women cannot relinqUish 
to any reactionary forces . 
In the process of strug
gling over family and 
culture, we not only 
create our own agencies, 
but we humanize the cul
tures we live in and make 
them ours. 

- Dr. Suad Joseph 
Professor, 

University of California 
Department of 
anthropology 

Davis, CA. 95616-8522 
USA 
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Nedelsky. Jennifer. 1990. "Law. 
Boundaries. and the bounded Self." 
Representations. Spring (30). pp. 
162- 189. 
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Caland's paintings. and for 
helping us make contact with 
prominent women artists. 
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Huguette Caland 
Painter, Fashion Designer 

I was excited about meeting Huguette 
Caland. Her background was very intimi
dating, being the daughter oj a previous 
President oj the Republic, a renown painter 
whose paintings have been exhibited in 
highly reputed galleries in Paris, Rome, 
Washington, Barcelona and Lebanon, a de
signer who created hand-woven silk 
gowns conceived and realized a Jashion 
line Jor the Pierre Cardin collections oj 
haute couture, ready-to-wear and environ
mental deSign. 

In my interview I wanted to talk about her 
paintings. I was curious about her obses
sive attention to bodies and notably the 
woman's body. 
So I asked. 

Q. Why is your art so 
woman-oriented? 
A. They usually accuse 
me of being male
oriented. I paint women 
because I am a woman. I 
have the problems of 
women. I think change 
will come through wom
en. MatUrity is already 
h ere . Repression was 
strong for centuries, ex
cept for the exceptions of 
some women. There are 
always exceptions. 

Q. Why bodies? 
A. I had problems with 
my body.(Il I had to cope 
with it and I can; there
fore, relate to other 
bodies. But, I never think 

of it [the body in the 
paintingJ. It is part of life . 
Sexuality is a miracle. It 
doesn't work all the time. 
But, when it works , it is a 
miracle . It is something 
very deep and we can't 
treat it with lightness. It 
is doing and touching 
everything. I never fo
cused on it, but it 
emerged. 

Q. Do you write? 
A. Yes, I write. I usually 
write in French. I am now 
writing in English. 
I chose painting because 
it was important. I 
thought I could hide 
much more in painting 
than in words. 

Q. What did you want to 
hide? 
A. I wanted to hide every
thing. I did not want to 
be obvious. 

Q. Why? 
A. To try to be decent. 
But, I never succeeded . 
So, I stopped trying very 
quickly [stopped trying to 
hideJ . 

Q. Do you paint women 
from a particular cul
ture? 
A. I carry myself on my 
tip toes . I don't have the 
intention of painting any
one specifically. I don't 
think I am folkloric or 
ethnic. 

Q. You have lived in 
Paris and. presently. in 
Los Angeles. You are 
on a visit in Lebanon. 
How do you perceive of 
women and their 
issues? 
A. We share the same 
problems even in differ
ent cultures. But. still 
there are differences. In 
the United States, they 
do not solve their prob
lems as we do. They are 
more lonely. Their femi
ninity becomes more 
aggreSSive because they 
are competing with men 
and with other women. 
There is a big struggle. It 
is strange to find tha t the 
struggle of women is 
greater in industrial 
countries than in Third 
World countries. They 
will move to a point when 
they will be more effiCient 
in their struggle. It is im-



portant to know how we 
want the kids to be. 
r don't think we should 
copy other cultures and 
fall into a pattern of imi
tation. Let's aim at being 
creative. Economically, 
Arab men treat women 
better. They give them 
and buy for them, but 
keep them under control. 
r don't think men should 
be undermined, because 
we will lose them and we 
need their support. We 
need them and need to 
be complementary. 

Q. Does your painting 
entitled La Femme 
Amputee speak about 
violence? 
A. When I drew it, during 
the Lebanese war, r felt it 
was an uncivil war, not a 
civil war. 

Q. This interview will 
appear in our issue on 
violence against wom
en. What is your under
standing and 

bou t women and power. r 
am concerned about the 
ways and the methods 
they can use. 

Municipalities, commu
nity services should be 
handled by women. Men 
have failed. Women are 
better because they are 
housewives and are bet
ter in administration. 
r wouldn't say it that 
way. The daily problems 
of countries are very sim
ilar. Very few countries 
make political decisions. 
You don't have five, you 
don't even have two 
countries which actually 
do politics. Daily prob
lems which concern our 
lives are common every
where. They are the same 
as women's problems, at 
home. 

We should not try to 
change the politics be
tween France and China 
for instance. We have to 

perception of 
violence? 
A. Violence is 
not the same for 
men and wom
en. Woman can 
be very violent. 
We have other 
methods of tor
ture, far more 
subtle. There is 
a huge potential 
for cruelty. 
Violence is also 
creative. The 
worst can be 
with a smile. It 
is the most 
efficient. 

The physical reality of bodily contact is inextrica
bly from the work of Lebanese artist Huguette 
Caland. Be they dancing or defensive, agitated 
or reclining, the bodies of Caland's paintings serve 
a metaphoric language that voices the forgotten 
mutation of our morphology - the sensations we 
feel, the sensuality we express through our corpo
real being. The female body is her primary 
vehicle. Her depiction of the feminine in all its as
pects - undulating breasts, curvaceous hips, the 
pubic triangle - daringly defined yet simultaneous
ly ambiguous. Body parts drawn in ink, pencils, 
pastels or paints, convey a monochromatic ten
sion; supple and organic yet deceptively simple. 
The viewer knows not if they stand revealed 
their most minimal form or are characters 

in 
of 

disguise. * 

.. Write~up by the 
International Council for 
Women in the Arts 
exhibiting Caland's painting 
in their traveling exhibit. 
See al-Raida. #64, Winter 
1994. 

(1) In a previous interview 
with Helen Khal. Huguette 
Cal and says" You know, as 
a young girl. I weighed 112 
kilograms. I was 
grotesquely huge ... and that 
was another kind of battle I 
had to contend with . 

Huguette 
Caland went on 
to discuss her 
views on wom
en's empower
ment and their 
participation in 
development. l I am very concerned a~ 

know the facts and work 
according to them. We 
lose time trying to ana-

lyze the situation, and 
must work on getting out 
and moving on. 

Khal. Helen. 1987. The Woman Artist 
in Lebanon. Beirut: Institute for 
Women's Studies in the Arab World. 
Beirut University College. p. 130. 
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A Hymn of Compassion and Love 

-The Scarlet Poppy: 
Massacre in Beirut (*) 

by Evelyne Accad 
Reviewed by Mona Takieddine Amyuni 

The line breaks down mending the separation 
"[ love you," she murmurs with some reserve. 
She fears to put him off. Her revelation may drift back to the de
marcation line, the heart of rupture. (p.5) 

Evelyne Accad starts her war novel in 
this fashion. She dramatizes a love 
scene by the beach which does not end 
in separation as the woman, who is not 
yet given a name, had feared. When she 
expresses her true feelings, he starts 
worrying. He wants her to go back with 
him to the world of daily chores, of work 
and responsibilities. She muses, what 
is the meaning oj work, oj a road, oj a 
life without love?" They walk side by 
side, separated now. A wall stands be
tween them, silence prevails. Com
munication, suddenly, becomes impos
sible. She runs in the wind, the tempest 
carries her to the sea, far from the 
shore. He stands behind. He calls her 
with all his strength. In vain! It is too 
late , he has lost her. 

The scene expands at the end of this 
first episode. The demarcation line now 
separates not only the first couple we 
meet, but Accad's countrymen, as well . 
Her heroine attempts to understand the 
real causes behind so many walls erect
ed between men in her own country, 
Lebanon, which had been torn apart by 
a bloody war since 1975, but also in the 
world at large. 

Musically, in "theme and variations" 
technique, Accad probes into the issue 
of violence through different scenes situ
ated mostly in Beirut, but also in 
Chicago where her first heroine lives . 
We learn later in the novel that she is 
called Hayat (Life) and she stands, in
deed, for the will to live, to struggle, to 
construct. Hayat, a professor of 
Psychology, tries to analyze, to under
stand, to change people's mentalities , to 

show her friends how much we are all 
subjected to the folly of men so long as 
we accept to erect walls between us, de
marcation lines of so many types, 
sexual. sectarian, political, etc ... 

Thus, the demarcation line lies , 
graphica lly, at the heart of Massacre in 
Beirut. It draws to it, in centripetal 
fashion, the threads of the novel con
structed on several stories which 
dramatize the lives of several protago
nists under conditions of extreme 
duress: Amal and her young child who 
try to cross the death bridge which cuts 
war-torn Beirut in two bleeding halves; 
Najme, the bourgeois university student 
who commits suicide with an overdose; 
Amal's old music teacher who lives in 
the shambles of the city near the death 
bridge, and who gUides mother and 
child across the bridge with her beauti
ful song. 

Other people also inhabit Evelyne 
Accad's world. They represent a large 
sample of the Lebanese society who 
have refused to submit to the order of 
hatred and violence. Good, compassion
ate and generous, they really stand in 
this novel for a traditional system of 
values that have allowed Lebanon to 
survive in spite of a savage war often 
called a civil war. Yes, a handful of 
brothers turned enemies have killed 
each other for long years, across demar
cation lines. The majority of the 
Lebanese, however, resisted in action 
sometimes, in silence some other times, 
but they constantly helped each other, 
unconditionally. 



Thus, Accad's war novel is punctuat
ed by gestures, rituals, music and 
songs, which preserve human beings' 
basic fraternity and their will to over
come walls, barricades, and dema
rcation lines constructed by men's folly. 
Accad's theme is held in tension be
tween the two poles of love and hatred, 
of the will of country and people to live 
and build up in the midst of so much vi
olence and destruction. 

Mother and child, significantly called 
Nour (Light) and Raja (Hope) occupy 
much space in Massacre in Beirut. 
Their attempt to cross over the death 
bridge sums up Accad's above men
tioned theme. We first meet them in the 
midst of an air attack. Children and 
mothers scream, bombs fall like rain, 
panic and chaos prevail. Raja shakes all 
over, his face distorted by fear. Nour is 
agitated, she cannot control her heart 
beats. But her mind is set. She will try 
to cross the death bridge and find ref
uge at her brother's who lives on the 
other side oj the city, quieter at this 
stage of the war: Will they reach the oth
er side, she wonders with anguish. Will 
they succeed in crossing over the demar
cation line, which cuts the city in two, 
this no-man's land, the empire oj terror, 
oj destruction and death? (p.25) 

Nour knows well that many people be
fore her had been killed, sniped at or 
kidnapped on that bridge. But with 
great courage, she sets out holding 
tightly to Raja by the hand. When the 
shelling increases in intensity, they 
throw themselves into the entrance of a 
half-destroyed house. A woman calls 
them in, and the first series of heart
warming rituals begins as the two wom
en immediately get busy preparing a 
meal for the big family. With hardly any 
food left, they manage to cook the tradi
tional moujaddara made of lentils, rice, 
and fried onions. The scene is so vivid 
that the reader's senses feel it, smell the 
cooking, and taste the dish. The meal, 
for a moment, neutralizes the violence 
outside. 

Early the following day, Nour bids her 
hosts good-bye and gets ready to cross 
over with her child. Each of the people 
gathered around her, says farewell with 
a simple gift and send messages of love 
to the people out there: tell them we 
want to resume the good life we've al
ways lived together (p. 63). 

AL-RAIDA vol. 
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Accad's dramatic title The Scarlet 
Poppy: Massacre in Beirut is inserted 
for the first time in this moving scene 
which, in contrast, speaks of commun
ion and brotherhood. Her host offers 
Nour two mankoushi, traditional loaves 
of bread soaked in olive oil and covered 
with thyme. While the scarlet poppies 
of Beirut feed on the blood of its citi
zens, the hands of Nour and the man 
she hardly knew, are united and olive 
oil drips from the soaked bread into 
their fingers. Accad captures, thus, a 
sacred moment of harmony 
through the atavistic symbol of Will they reach the other 

side, she wonders with 
anguish, Will they 
succeed in crossing over 
the demarcation line, 
which cuts the city in 
two, this no-man's land, 
the empire of terror, of 
destruction and death? 

the manleoushi. We, of course, 
have all been given bread soaked 
in olive oil and thyme by our 
mothers in difficult moments of 
stress, be it exams at school, or 
later, in times of mourning. 

Elsewhere, during the same 
trip less than a kilometer long 
but infinitely stretching out in 
people's psyche, Nour finds her 
former music teacher, a majestic figure 
in the novel, simply called A. (as in 
all? ... ). Ritualistically, both women sip 
coffee and reminisce. Later A. sings for 
mother and child. Her voice fills the 
ruined neighborhood sustaining Nour 
and Raja who walk away: Let's walk to
gether to erase Jear. Let's walle together 
to erase Jorgeifulness. Love will allow us 
to start again ... (p. 71) 

The melody penetrates into the 
ruined walls, the buried corpses, the 
ashes, the dried-up blood over the 
stones: I love you shining in the night 
I love your Jaith in a better world... (p. 
72). The voice extinguishes the bomb
ing, covers up bullets and canons. 
Hatred and violence are replaced by a 
melody which speaks of love, tender
ness, and harmony. 

Some would say Accad's message is 
naive. But the world fares much better 
with such messages conveyed through 
ritual, poetry, and song. Shakespeare 
knew it well when his demarcation line 
was erected between those who had 
music in their souls and those who 
had not. 

Nour and Raja will reach the other 
side of the demarcation line. The 
Nours, Rajas and Hayats of Lebanon 
will destroy the line and rebuild the 
country, affirms Accad. 

Dr. Mona Takieddine 
Amyuni, 

Assistant Professor. 
Civilization Sequence. 

American University of 
Beirut 

P.D.Box 11-0236 
Beirut. Lebanon 

(') The original French Utle: 
Coquellcot du Massacre. (Paris: 
L'Harmattan. "Ecriture Arabe". 1988). 
excerpts and paraphrases from the 
novel are in my translation. Massacre 
in Beirut is the abbreviated form 1n 
which the Utle of the novel appears in 
the body of the paper. 
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Jean Said Ma kclis i. 1990. Beirut 
Fragments. A War Memoir. New York: 
Persea Book. ISBN: 0·89255·164·X. 

• Book Reviews 

·Beirut Fraglllents 
by Jean Said Makdisi 

H ow can I write about Beirut? How can I collect it all into one 
volume: the years of pain; of watching a world collapse while 
trying to stave off that collapse; the layers of memories and 
hopes, of tragedy and even sometimes comedy, of violence and 
kindness, of courage and fear? Above all, how can I express my 
strange love for this mutilated city; how to explain, both to my
self and to others, the lingering magic of the place that has kept 
me and so many others clinging to its wreckage, refusing to let 
go, refusing to abandon it? (p. 19) 

In Beirut Fragments, Makdisi 's writ
ing about coping \'lith war is perceptive 
and entails a vision that is worthy of the 
dignity of a people who have survived 
glory and defeat. life and death during 
the fifteen years covered in the book. 
She sketches the slick process that vio
lence plays on the psyche, morale. and 
values of the middle class non-militant 
Lebanese. Thoughts. feelings, questions 
and decision-making processes involved 
\'lith every encounter of war violence are 
skillfully described . Cues are noted 
starting \'lith little adrenaline-loaded 
moments such as listening to the open
ing tune of a news bulletin, to the 
trembling of the earth caused by shell
ing of h er home while she, h er family 
and other tenants of the apartment 
building hid in the shelter. Of the most 
interesting descriptions are those re
counting discussions that search the 
words and ideas of others for an assess
ment of the violence and its potential 
increase or decrease. You can almost 
hear the exhaustion and the giant ef
forts to ignore as well as cope with the 
conditions . 

Jean Makdisi 's style discloses inner 
thoughts and feelings heartfelt by those 
who \'Iitnessed the war. Makdisi pays 
special attention to language used dur
ing the war. There are terms that took a 
critical dimension in saving the lives of 
many Lebanese and ordering their soci
o-political and demographic perceptions 
of survivaL Beirut Fragments also in
cludes a detailed chronology of the 
events. 

Jean Makdisi has an outstanding way 
of describing the atrocities of war and; 
therefore , presenting a case for peace 
without actually touching on politics, 
giving the concept. the personal is polit
ical yet another dimension.Through her 
personal account. Makdisi traces migra
tion and violence inherent in the history 
of the Arabs without addressing poli
tics. It is a real life account of 
educational and multicultural experi
ences, which takes the author from 
Palestine to Cairo and, then, to 
Lebanon, passing through Western 
countries , notably the United States . 

Beirut Fragments is an exploration 
into the lives of those who have experi
enced war. It takes you into the macro 
and micro dimensions of every day life , 
of survivaL It is truly a woman's per
spective, which reveals Makdisi's 
inherent struggle to save her sanity and 
virtues in the midst of violence. 

It is a timelessly crafted portrait of life 
in a war tom city (The Kansas city 
star). an impassionate cry against indif
ference (New York Times Book 
Review) and its greatest accomplish
ment is that, through Makdisi's eyes, it 
is possible to rid one's mind of all the 
cant and rubbish that has been spoken 
about Beirut (Los Angeles Times Book 
Review). 

- R.AH. 



Honour and Shallle 
by Sana al-Khayyat 

Book Summary by Wafa' Stephan Tarnowski 

S ana al-Khayyat is an Iraqi journalist living in the United 
Kingdom. Her book is the result oj interviews with fifty Iraqi 
women in the year 1982, during the war between Iraq and Iran, 
at venues ranging Jrom schools, literacy centers, offices and 
people's homes. Only married women were included in her sam
ple and all the interviews were held in Baghdad. These women 
involved illiterate wives, teachers and higher proJessionals 
such as heads oj departments, lawyers, lecturers and so on. 

The ideology of honour 
and shame 

According to al-Khayyat to under
stand how behavior is regulated in Iraqi 
society, one must understand the Arab 
concept of honour which is generally 
linked to the sexual conduct of women. 
If a woman is immodest or brings 
shame on h er family with her sexual 
conduct, she brings shame and dishon
our on all her kin. The concept of 
honour for a man, by contrast, is only 
related to an upright general behavior. 

Thus, there are two words for honour 
in Arabic: one is sharaf which means 
honor in the wider sense, and the other 
is'ird which is directly related to sexu
al conduct a nd chastity. The author 
quotes an Arabic proverb saying "al bint 
tala' la-umha", which means "the 
daughter takes after her mother, (moral
ly)" to illustrate how the purity of the 
daughter refl ects that of her mother. It 
also explains that while the family's eco
nomic status or sham] depends on the 
father , aspects of shame or ird derive 
from the mother. 

al-Khayyat m entions another term as
sociated with honour, aib, which can be 
translated as immodesty. For instance, 
a woman who speaks loudly or wears 
see-through clothes would be consid
ered aib. Thus, girls must learn to 
control themselves and behave properly 
in order not to embarrass their families . 

They must learn what is aib and what 
is not at an early age. 

Gossip as a form of social control 
According to the author, gOSSip oper

ates as one of the strongest forms of 
social control in policing women. 
Women are very conscious of gOSSip 
and suffer from constant feelings of 
guilt without n ecessarily having com
mitted any dishonorable act. Fear of 
gOSSip , for instance, makes parents spy 
on their children. It makes parents o
ver-protective of their female kin. It 
makes them afraid of people's talk, kal
am in-nas. By this, al-Khayyat means 
not "how people will evaluate and judge 
each other" but "how they condemn and 
distort." (p.24) 

Blood is stronger than marriage 
If an Arab marries a woman outside 

his family kin group, says al-Khayyat, 
his wife will remain a stranger to him 
and his family until she bears children, 
If the wife were to misbehave, or com
mit adultery, she is not punished by 
him but by her brother or father, uncle 
or cousin. If a husband is allowed to 
punish his wife, this would eventually 
reduce and diffuse the control the fami
ly has over its members . This behavior 
is effective as her male kin will try and 
ensure that she is well treated by her 
husband. If a woman divorces , she is 
accepted back into h er own family. In 
return , a woman has to behave in a re-
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Sana al-Khayyat. 1992. Hounour and 
Shame: Women in Modern Iraq. 
London: Saqi Books . 
ISBN 0-86352 -050-4. 

spectable manner at all times and un
der all circums.~nces. According to al
Khayyat "an ideal woman is a married 
woman who is a mother, but who is vir
ginal in mind and feelings." (p. 26) 

Growing up female in Iraq 
By tracing the stages of a girl's life, 

says al-Khayyat, we can see that a girl 
is unwelcome from the moment 
of birth . "Compared with her 
brothers, she grows up relative
ly neglected." (p. 36). When she 
reaches puberty, her family im
poses a list of compulsory 
behaviors, which regulate her 
every movement both inside 

IRA'" and outside the home. This iso-
lation of girls within the family, 
says al-Khayyat, prevents wom
en from seeing their lives in 
relation with each other. Hence, 
collective movements do not e
merge and "Iraqi society itself 
can change little because each 
individual will think she is on 
her own with her own grievanc
es'." She quotes one of her 
interviewees as saying: "I didn't 

have a choice in my maniage." (p.37) 

Other chapters of Shame and 
Honour include the relationships be
tween members of the family such as 
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mothers and daughters , parents and 
daughters, women and their children, 
traditiona1 and contemporary maniages. 
As shown above, al-Khayyat, through 
her interviews, reviews women's experi
ences and per-ceptions of the various 
relationships in the family putting gen
der roles into perspective. According to 
al-Khayyat, ai-though the factors such 
as education and work for women are 
giving them more choice among suitors, 
the importance of moral values, family 
origins and reputation remains very 
great (p. 78) . The author sees the life of 
an Iraqi woman as a series of conflicts. 
The conflict between wanting to be in
dependent and' having a career and the 
wish to appear dependent and weak. 
And although the Iraqi system encour
ages women's participation in every 
sphere of government, the low number 
of women in high posts is insufficient 
to influence decision-making. 

It is interesting to note that these in
terviews were conducted in 1982 and 
the material could only be published 
ten years later. Have things changed 
since then? 

WaJa' Stephan Tarnowski 
Journalist 

Awards 
Rabat, Morocco. April 21, .1994. 
Andree Chedid,writer, was . awarded the Hassan II of Four 
Jurists Prize for her French book~. Andree Chedid is Lebanese, 
born in Cairo andlived in Paris since.1946. She published various 
.books of poetry. theater scripts, essays and eleven novels(*J. Her style 
reflects her Franco-Egyptian-Lebanese background. Chedid's most 
recent book and one of her most prominent ones is Job's Wife which 
is inspired by the Bible (see AI-Raida, #64, Winter, 94). 'The Four 
Jurists Prize was founded 35 years ago and is awarded to a writer 
who has received at least one of the four leading literature awards 
namely, Goncourt**, Renaudot, Interallie, Femina. 

II 
*Listof Artdree Ch~did's' books: Les Nombres. 1968. l'Autre: Romah. 1969. Le 

Mont~ur. 1969. La cite Fertile, 1972. Nefertitietl~ .Reve d'AkJulaton. 1974: 
'Ceremonial de la .Violen'ce, ' 1976. Fraternit'e deJa' Parole. 1976. Les Corps et Ie 

I Temps. suivi del·Et?i1ePeau. 1978. Les Mouches d~Sable. 1981. Visage Premier. 
:1: ' .1972 . .. La Femnle de Job. 1993. ' ,J' 

i ::. ' ·*The • Goncourt Award in 1993. was granted to a leading Lebanese author; 

I j ' Amin Maalouf. f_or_ h_i_s_r_e_c_e_n_t _n_ovel. Le Roch_er_ d_e _T_Iln_ l_' o_s. J ". 1 



A Choice Between 
Violence and the Fa 

On-going wars in the Arab world have made violence the rule and a part of daily life 
for many. Nevertheless, other forms of violence are also common to Arab societies and 
receive their share of legal provision. Systematic information about them is scarce, 
particularly when related to gender. Tradition, in most of these Arab countries, has 
clearly confined women's issues to the family. In fact, when faced with two threats: 
being battered or breaking up the family and losing the children by leaving. women in 
the Arab world tend to favor battery. It seems like the only plaUSible choice for these 
women in the absence of support from SOCiety and the government. When AL-RAIDA 
decided to tackle the problem of domestic violence in general and battery in particular, 
the perSistent question was: "What constitutes battery? Is it limited to brutality, or do 
other mild violations, such as a slap on the face, fall within the criteria?"' The second 
interrogation that was raised focused on women's coping methods, followed by the le
gal and social facilities battered women can resort to, to protect themselves and their 
rights. Consequently. private and confidential testimonies of victimized women to 
friends. doctors or Imvyers represent the bulk of evidence for battery. Documentation 
and offiCial record keeping on the subject are not available, judging from our ex
perience in preparing this special File. 

The general inclination is to convince the woman to bear the situation rather than 
humiliate her family with a public scandal and protect the children from a broken 
home. There is little to indicate that Arab governments, legislators, and academe are 
concerned with domestic violence against women. Activists in different Arab countries 
try to assist battered women with legal advice and psychological support. Some of the 
prominent ones are listed below. 

The Tunisian Association of Democratic Women has a crisis center for women vic
tims of violence. It offers legal and psychological advice and support to women. The 
Association has gained power and coverage through its activities, and brought the 
problem to the attention of the Tunisian Women and Family Ministry. In November of 
1993, The Association organized a three-day conference to identify the problems of vi
olence against women, and to discuss strategies to assist women who suffer from it. 
(For more information contact: Association Tunisienne des Femmes Democrates, c/o 
Nawla Darwish, Arab Women Center, 44 Rue de Pologne, Bab Saadoun, Tunis, Tu
nisia). 

In Lebanon, a group of women activists created an Association to assist battered 
women by publicizing their problem and calling for the ratification of the UN Declara
tion for the Elimination of All Forms of Violence Against Women (for more information, 
contact: Nazik Saba Yared, c/o Humanities Div., Beirut University College, P. O. Box 
13-5053, Beirut, Lebanon). 

As it stands, such organizations compose the only support system for women who 
suffer from domestic violence. Even so. their effectiveness is limited to helping women 
cope with family pressures. Practically speaking, Arab women must chose between 
family and battery. 

- R.A.H 
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Their Stories 
Nazik Saba Yared 

U nfortunately, people in Lebanon do not 
realize how many of their women are bat
tered at home. They are women of all re
ligions, backgrounds and social classes. 
Sadly, many non-battered women are not 
empathetic to the fact that others are beat
en by their husbands, brothers or sons. 
Over and again, I am shocked by the re
action of some women friends and ac
quaintances when I explain the problem to 
them hoping they would be motivated to 
contribute to our efforts to help victimized 
women. Their replies are as follows: these 
women deserve to be beaten; or like to be 
beaten; otherwise, why do they accept it. 

They are oblivious to the 
fact that economic and so
cial factors. and mainly 
the presence of young 
children forces these bat
tered women to bear it all. 
Our laws are not very un
derstanding either. and 
tend to reinforce the 
helplessness of battered 
women. Hence. a mother 
is not given custody of her 
children once they are of a 
certain age. usually set 
around seven. no matter 
how violent the father is 
with his children. 

Furthermore. and if 
proverbs are an indication 
of the mentality of a peo
ple. then our proverbs re
flect our society's con
tempt for women. I shall 
only translate a few: 

A house bossed by a 
woman will surely de
teriorate. 

Women are unbearable: 
if you don't oppress 
them they will oppress 
you. 
Women are a calamity, 
you have to bear if you 
cannot do without 
them. 
A woman is like a Per
sian rug: the more you 
beat her the better she 
becomes. 

Some of our folk-tales 
illustrate the situation 
very clearly. This inferior 
attitude towards women. 
which is not that of Arab 
or Eastern men alone. is 
current in the West as 
well. as I have come to 
realize from reading 
books about battered 
women in Europe. Can
ada and the United 
States. But. now there is 
living proof of this among 
the men and women we 
live with . 

Most of the stories I col
lected in these testimonies 
and interviews were told to 
me by people who are 
close to the victim or by 
lawyers who were repre
senting them. The bat
tered women themselves 
are reluctant to speak up. 
They hide their plights for 
many reasons. including 
social pressure. shame. or 
the fear of being more bru
talized if things came out 
into the open. Their si
lence is furthe rmore re
inforced by feelings of 
hopelessness in the ab
sence of laws that protect 
them or permit them to 
keep their children should 
they decide to leave their 
husbands. These women 
are either Christian. Mus
lim or Druze. a fact im
plying that religious af
filiation is not a de
termining variable. Only 
one of the battered women 
mentioned here agreed to 
discuss her situation with 
me. She has already di
vorced her husband and 
has had to give up her 
children in the process. 

X. is a beautiful woman 
and a university graduate 
who holds a very good po
Sition. professionally. She 
did not marry young hav
ing waited for "the man of 
her dreams". This man 
turned out to be a violent 
husband. He would beat 
her savagely if. for ex
ample. he found her talk
ing on the phone and she 
refused to tell him who 
was on the line. She finally 
left the house. although 
they had a baby. and is 



trying to see what she 
can do about a divorce. 

N., is a Druze woman, 
who was married to a suc
cessful engineer. They 
have three children. He 
would beat her for any 
and all reasons. For in
stance, he would beat her 
if one of their children lost 
a pair of scissors; if she 
was late in coming home; 
if she open ed the front 
door without first asking 
his permission. He would 
throw at her anything 
within his reach: a shoe, a 
jug, a chair. She was a 
beautiful woman and he 
was extremely jealous. 
She bore the savage 
beating for seven years 
and until her face became 
disfigured . N., then, ob
tained a medical report 
and filed for divorce. The 
divorce was granted, but 
she was given custody of 
her youn gest daughter 
only, until the child 
reaches the age of seven. 
N.'s parents forbade her to 
remarry hoping to get her 
children back should their 
father remarry and his 
new wife mistreat them. 
She never got her children 
back, and can only see 
them on weekends. 

F. is a Muslim woman 
whose husband was a 
doorman. He spent all his 
earnings on gambling. 
She, therefore, had to 
work as a cook in order to 
provide for their five chil
dren. When F. refused to 
give him money, he beat 
her violently. When she 
could no longer bear the 
beatings, she divorced 
him. He did not want to 
take the children, so she 
kept them. He never paid 
her a penny of child sup
port, which forced her to 
marry off her two eldest 
daughters at early ages, 
and abandon the other 
three with her mother-in-

law. She, herself, had to 
leave the country. 

Another battered Mus
lim woman, is L.B. She is 
Palestinian and married to 
a Lebanese. L.B. is illiter
ate because her parents 
sent her out as a maid 
from the age of six on. Her 
income was used to pay 
the tuition to medical 
school for one of her 
brothers, who later trav
eled to the U.S. for further 
specialization. This same 
brother, then, forced his 
sister to marry a taxi driv
er against her will because 
he did not want people to 
say that his sister was a 
maid. L. and her hus
band have two daughters , 
the eldest of which is four
teen, and a son, who suf
fers from a mental dis
ability. When her father
in-law died, her husband 
inherited a large sum of 
money, gave up his taxi, 
refused to work and took 
to beating her and the 
girls. He would beat her in 
front of the children. L.B. 
strongly suspects that he 
also became a drug addiCt. 
Once, she called the po
lice, but they did not help 
her because he bribed 
them. Then, L.B. sought 
the protection of some 
armed militia-men during 
the war. They threatened 
her husband and, even, 
beat him up, so he 
stopped hitting her for 
while. He then started to 
beat her again. L.B's 
daughters could not study 
at home and L.B had to 
work very hard to pay for 
their food , clothing and 
education. Her disabled 
son is enrolled in a special 
school free of charge. Al
though L.B. filed and ob
tained a divorce, it was 
never implemented, her 
husband having bribed 
the Sheikh involved in the 
decision. Naturally, the 
divorce papers dis-

appeared and she was 
forced to return home. 
Her only hope to get rid of 
him is to have him im
prisoned. She cannot af
ford a lawyer to file for an
other divorce. She is afraid 
to leave her children alone 
with him because he beats 
them and mistreats the 
disabled one. Once he 
went as far as to throw her 
out of the house and hide 
the children for nine 
months. L.B.'s only hope 
is to have him j a iled. 

G., a Christian, fell in 
love and married a uni
versity graduate and very 
rich business man, even 
before graduating from 
university. Although she 
has a strong personality, 
he began to beat her as 
soon as they were married, 
hoping to subjugate her. 
With time the battering 
became more savage. He 
sometimes uses a leather 
strap leaving deep marks 
on her body. They have 
three children, and he 
beats her in front of them. 
Sometimes, he beats her, 
even, when she is carrying 
her little one who screams 
in terror. He does not beat 
the children because he 
hardly sees them. His son, 
however, is also violent 
and abuses his younger 
brother. G. has always 
lived an atmosphere of vi
olence which explains eve
rybody's unwillingness to 
help her. Her father used 
to beat her mother and her 
violent husband is a bat
tered child. Her family 
hushes up her plight and 
refuses to help her, afraid 
of "what people will say". 
Her in-laws defend their 
son, telling her she must 
put up with him. They 
stress his so-called good 
qualities as a husband, 
i.e. that he is faithful , and 
does not drink nor gam
ble. They claim that his 
only vice is that of beating 
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her, but that otherwise he 
loves her. G., of course, 
does not love 'him any
more, but she cannot 
leave him because of the 
children and because she 
has no profession or de
gree to be able to support 
herself. 

Another battered Chris
tian woman is K. who was 
married off before sitting 
for her Baccalaureate at 
eighteen, to a friend of her 
family who was ten years 
her s enior. It was not a 
happy marriage from the 
start. If she scold-
ed the children 
because they dir-
tied the house he 
would humiliate 
her in their pres-
ence and 
scream saying: It 
is your duty to al 
ways clean-up af
ter them. What 
else do you have to 
do?! If she had to 
buy a pair of sho
es , he would pro
fusely repeat that 
he was bestOwing 
on her a favor by 
giving her the mo
n ey. They lived 
with his mother 
who was a des
potic , domineering 
a nd cruel woman. 
When K. once 
complained to her 
husband about 
harsh treatment his moth
er , he slapped h er on the 
face so hard tha t he cut 
her lip. On another occa
sion, while she was en
tertaining one of her 
friends , he asked her to get 
him something. As she left 
the sitting room she over
heard him tell the guest: 
You s ee , I can do with her 
whatever I want. He was 
also very jealous of her 
love for their children. 
Every evening h e would 
invent a reason for conten
tion and end the argument 

I 
by beating h er up. She 
once contacted her lawyer 
friend and his wife when 
h e wounded h er face. In
stead of helping and de-
fending her, the lawyer 
told her not to exaggerate 
the matter and to go back 
to her husband. Then, her 
husband chose the even
ings when the children 
slept and could not see 
him hit her. One evening 
K. became enraged when 
she noticed that their 
youngest son was awake 
and watching his father 
beat her. Consequently, 

You didn't tell 

the doctor that 

I hit you 

because you 

enjoyed being 

beaten! 

she attacked her hus
band, scratched his face 
with her nails and left the 
house the following day. 
She had hesitated to stop 
him for six full years and 
strove to cope with that 
unhappy marriage for sev
enteen years . Her children 
were 16, 15 and 7. Being 
Maronite she was denied 
custody; since custody is 
not granted to a mother if 
the children are over two . 
She asked for a divorce, 
but her husband decided 
they should see a psychi-

atrist first. She was 
ashamed to tell the doctor 
that he beat her. She also 
discovered during the ses
sion that he cheated on her 
and had several mis
tresses. When they left the 
clinic the husband said to 
her: You didn't tell the doc
tor that I hit you because 
you enjoyed being beaten! 
This was the last straw 
that broke the camel's 
back. They were finally 
able to divorce, but, she 
had to give up any claim 
over her children, in
heritance, alimony and 

even the furniture 
and jewelry that 
belonged to her. 
She broke down af
ter her divorce and 
received treatment 
from a psychiatrist 
during eight 
months to regain 
her selfesteem and 
self-confidence 
and overcome her 
fear of h er hus
band. Only, then, 
could she keep him 
away ' and forbid 
him from seeing 
her. 

These are a few 
of the hundreds of 
stories and cases 
battered women do 
not dare tell pub
licly. The problem 
is there and we 
have to do some-

thing about it. Let us not 
say: We have so many oth
er problems! Violence 
against women ge-nerates 
violent behavior in chil
dren. And nobody more 
than we Lebanese have 
known and seen what vi
olence can do. It has 
ruined our lives and 
ruined our country ... for 
how many generations to 
come? 

-Dr. Nazik Saba Yared, 
Professor of Arabic, Writer, 

Beirut University College 



TiIlle, A Gift of Love 
May Majdalani 

M uch has been written about wife 
abuse, battering, and specifically about 
physical violence. It exists in Lebanon, but 
I cannot document it. I can document, 
however, the existence of psychological vi
olence as I encounter it more and more in 
my practice with women being treated for 
depression or anxiety. Each eventually 
complains of the same thing: a consistent 
grinding down of their sense of identity by 
well - meaning partners. 

It is a process that 
leaves them bamed. lost. 
doubting their self-worth. 
reaching a poin t where 
even minor decisions 
take major proportions of 
anguish and despair. Do 
these subtle or not so 
subtle attacks happen 
only to women? I do not 
think so. Other people or 
groups of people who are 
in a position of weakness 
suffer from the same 
problems for one reason 
or another. 

I have chosen to talk 
about women for the 
problem seems of in
creasing magnitude in an 
age where more of them 
seek the freedom and au
tonomy they never 
sought before because 
they were told that it was 
not part of their roles. It 
is important to talk spe
cifically about women 
since their productivity is 
affected when subjected 
to this kind of abuse. 

Sometimes their behavior 
becomes disruptive to the 
couple and detrimental to 
the psychological de
velopment of their chil
dren. They may also miss 
opportunities in domains 
where their contributions 
would have made a sig
nificant difference. 

The aim of this paper is 
to mobilize awareness 
about the psychological 
health of women. Should 
psychologically a bused 
women recognize any of 
the behaviors that are de
scribed below they will be 
able to evaluate their real 
faults and those they are 
wrongly blamed for. They 
need to know that help is 
available. 

Violence according to 
Webster is A use oj Jorce 
so as to injure or damage; 
An unjust use oj Jorce or 
power as in deprivation oj 
rights; Desecration - ProJ
anation. Physical violence 

is all of these directed 
against the body of the 
other individual. Psycho
logical violence is also all 
these. but directed 
against the feeling of 
identity. the soul and the 
self-worth of the other. 
One must also keep in 
mind that violence is per
ceived differently by dif
ferent countries a nd from 
one cultural context to 
another. How does psy
chological violence man
ifest itself? What are its 
short-term effects? How 
can it be explained. or 
better. how do women 
subjected to it try to ex
plain what is ha ppening 
to them? What are some 
ways to manage it? These 
are some of the issues 
this article attempts to 
deal with along with ex
amples taken from real 
life situations. 

The forms of violence 
that are inflicted on the 
psychology of women are 
numerous. 

Constant criticism, 
and verbal abuse are 
common. They embody 
comparisons that are 
demeaning to the victim. 
which usually refer to 
other members of her 
immediate family or close 
friends . Why can't you 
keep as fit as your sister 
who has had five children 
and the body oj a mod
el.. .... Why does your rice 
always look so sticky and 
the Jood extremely un
appetizing? .. . Why don't 
you shut up when you see 
me watching the ne ws? 

How does 

psycho-

logica l 

violence 

manifest 
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women 
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It is important to note 
that these statements do 
not cause m~h harm if 
said "en passant" or as an 
occasional angry reaction. 
It is their repetition that 
causes damage, just like 
a drop of water falling on 
a rock may slip away but 
the constant drip will 
eventually cause a dent, 
crevice or valley on even 
the most solid rock. 

Degrading or belittling 
the woman in front of her 
children, her family, rel
atives or friends; den
igrating her achievements. 
attacking her properties 
and her family are addi
tional forms of psycho
logical violence. 

Don't listen to your moth
er kids, she's hysterical ..... 
How can you pretend to be 
a teacher when you are not 
even patient with your own 
children ..... They must be 
keeping you out oj pity in 
that school where YOlL 

teach . .... Your wholejamily 
is a bunch oj villagers who 
don't even know how to so
cialize properly, no wonder 
you can't entertain de
cently in our house. 

Sexual criticism, 
abuse, isolation, are also 
inflicted in statements 
like how can [ keep look
ing at you when you have 
gained so much weight. 
Why don't you go look at 
yourself in the mirror. 

Having intercourse 
just to satisfy his needs, 
without expressing pre
vious signs of affection 
is often encountered in 
psychological abuse of 
women. If she refuses he 
threatens to go elsewhere. 

Totally ignoring his 
wife is also common. In 
this case he has no sex, no 
communication, not even 
eye-contact with her. It al-

so includes episodes of 
silence so dense it could 
be cut with a knife. 

Control over her free
dom and feelings in
duding how she spends 
money, who her friends 
are, what her activities 
should be, takes place. 
Control over her thoughts 
and feelings are expressed 
in a variety of ways: 

• Getting angry and 
screaming if she is not at 
home when he comes un
expectedly. 

• Forbidding her to see 
some friends or family 
members because he does 
not like them, or threat
ening not to accompany 
her if she chooses outings 
including them. 

• Putting down some of 
her ideas, readings, inter
ests, activities and most of 
all preventing the woman 
from complaining about 
his constant ill treatment 
of her, calling her un-

o grateful because she does 
not appreciate the fortune 
of having him. trying to 
tum her into the perfect 
being he would like her to 
be. 

Between threats, and 
terrifying screams, the 
woman gradually starts 
wondering what is going 
on, who or what is to 
blame and doubt sets in. 

The first stage involves 
rationalization of his be
havior. Hence, the woman 
justifies his misbehaviors 
with statements like [ can 
understand. No one likes 
to be argued with. Ajter all 
he has all these re
sponsibilities at work to 
deal with...... Men are 
brought up by their moth
ers to have their own way. 

In the second stage 
feminine values like pa
tience and understanding 
are tried. Slowly the wom
an sacrifices her own 

pleasures and interests to 
please her partner or in 
order to avoid and escape 
the fights and screams. 
Those screams that leave 
one terrified, wanting to 
hide, fearing for one's life, 
screams that often fright
en the children who are 
the most important people 
to shield in this event. 

Soon, the wife finds her
self walking on eggs, not 
knowing what to do in or
der to please her partner 
and finding herself unable 
to do anything whatever 
she tries. In fact, as many 
women have confided, it is 
the unexpectedness of the 
quarrels and the complete 
shift from charm to fury 
for no apparent reason 
that becomes exacting on 
the nerves. It happens 
during happy times that 
appear to be un
disruptable. At this point, 
many women start to ask 
questions and rebel only 
to find that even their own 
understanding of the sit
uation, perceptions, and 
memories are put in 
doubt. Events are re
shaped and rewritten for 
them, mostly by their 
abuser, family members 
or values and norms that 
dictate submission. Now, 
they start to doubt the ac
curacy of their own per
ceptions. their general ad
equacy and become more 
submissive. In fear, they 
begin to lie about minor 
things, justifying be
haviors that otherwise 
should have been con
sidered a part of their in
herent rights. 

Consequently, the wom
an's self-esteem starts 
disintegrating and a pro
cess often called "iden
tification with the ag
gressor" emerges. Women 
perceive themselves and 
other women the way their 
partner does, i.e. as in-



capable of rational. pur
poseful , and productive 
thinking and/or decision
making and planning. 

Self-doubt increases as 
their tyrant acts chann
ing. entertaining. agree
able, generous, humorous 
with stra ngers and ac
quaintances who are dis
tant from the family. The 
contradiction between the 
two images arouses feel
ings of confusion Am I 
right in my negative as
sessment or is it a product 
oj my imagination? .... 
Perhaps it is I who de
mands too much and I who 
is the selfLSh one as HE 
says. HE becomes the 
point of reference for her 
own self-perception. An
other factor tha t re
inforces doubt is society 
and the family's attribu
tion of blame on the wom
an for h er lack of method. 
patience, femininity. Oth
er times the woman 
rebels. She sees cieai'ly 
and attempts to correct 
her perception of events. 
She searches for possible 
reasons that trigger a c
tions like the ones de
scribed above. For more 
illustration h ere is an ex
tract of a conversation be
tween two women who are 
successful in their careers 
and who have had their 
abilities repeatedly put 
down by their spouses: 
Are they threatened by our 
success even if it is on a 
small scale? Do they Jeel 
that they get smaller if we 
get bigger? Are they aJraid 
they might lose total con
trol over us if w e assert 
andfind ourselves? 

Un-answered questions 
often lead to unhea lthy re
sults . They begin to dis
respect their partner and 
exercise m anipulation . 
Thus , the relationship de
teriorates as a result of 
this disrespect and yet the 

continuity of the marriage 
perSists for social, familial 
and other reasons. 

This psychological war 
has a d etrimental effect on 
the fate of the children 
watching. They are torn 
in deciding which parent is 
right and who they should 
side with . They eventually 
acquire verbal aggression 
as one problem-solving 
m echanism and define 
their gender roles accord
ingly rather than learn 
n ew d efinitions . 

If women can be pro
feSSional and perform jobs 
that equa l m en 's, why 
can't men and women 
h ave equal rights, equal 
pay, and share home du 
ties? Men feel off-balance 
and struggle arbitrarily to 
defend their turf when 
they feel that their roles 
are challenged. Con
sequently, women who 
maintain the values of 

normality and equality 
that they were taught by 
their mothers or in their 
parental homes begin to 
doubt the validity of their 
demands. 

It seems to me that in 
the absence of a unifonn 
redefinition of roles and 
responsibilities in society, 
each person, each couple. 
each family has to define 
its own roles and find its 
own balance . It can be 
achieved through com
munication, respect, tol
erance, understanding 
a nd consideration for each 
other's n eeds. It requires a 
sensitivity that can only be 
acquired by observing, 
asking, answering and ex
plaining. All this takes 
time, a rare commodity in 
our age. Perha ps, this is 
one reason to consider 
time one of the important 
gifts of love! 

- May Majdalani 
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their 
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Reports froIll 
Newspapers 

November 1993 - March 1994 
Randa Abul-Husn 

~olence against women, especially bat
tery, remains relatively marginal in the re
sponsible coverage of human tragedies_ Vi
olence against women receives little atten
tion, whether in the formal or informal sec
tors of the Lebanese society. Although it 
would seem that we are beyond es
tablishing whether it exists or not, main
stream media does not contribute to under
standing and evaluating the situation. Fur
thermore, as this survey wi[[ show, there is 
an evident shortage in valid and reliable 
data needed to endorse and produce action. 

In a preliminary attempt 
to investigate reported vi
olence against women in 
Lebanon. we screened the 
section on security reports 
in Lebanese newspapers. 
This study consists of an
alysing reported crimes 
against women in three 
leading daily Lebanese 
newspapers, AI-Nahar. AI
Safir, and AI-Diyar, cov
ering a period of six 
months: November 1993 
until March 1994. 

The investigation aimed 
to detect trends. if any, in 
the kinds of violence in
flicted on women, their 
frequencies, reasons. and 
existing legal procedures. 
After reviewing the secur
ity breaches of the day, in
cidents in which the vic
tim was a woman were 
coded according to rel
evant content categories. 

These categories included 
details about the victim 
as well as the aggressor 
such as their ages, oc
cupations. educational 
levels, the relationship 
between them, if any, and 
the reported or alleged 
reasons of the crime. Ad
ditional data included the 
kind of violence. the 
weapons used. the region 
in which the crime oc
curred. whether legal ac
tion was taken against 
the aggressor. and if the 
victim received medical 
attention. 

Information about legal 
action and medical atten
tion to the victim were 
almost inexistent because 
the report focused on the 
available details of the 
crimes themselves. The 
areas were evenly spread 
between urban and rural 

regions, with a slightly 
higher occurrence in cit
ies , notably Beirut, where 
security reports and police 
patrols are more prev
alent. It is to note that 
newspaper reports of 
crimes are mostly in
complete and publish only 
preliminary data about the 
nature of the crime and 
the victim. As will be 
shown in the following ta
bles. little is reported 
about domestic violence, 
which seems to remain a 
private family matter. 

A total of 113 incidents 
of violence against women 
were reported in a period 
of six months. More than 
one form of violence was 
inflicted on some of the 
victims totaling 134 acts 
which explains the dis
crepancy between the total 
in Table 1 and the other 
tables presented here. 
These forms of violence in
clude rape, killing, mug
ging, kidnapping. beating, 
attempted rape. incest and 
attempted killing. As 
shown in table 1, rape was 
the most frequently re
ported crime (30.6%) fol
lowed by murder (25.4%) 
and mugging or burglary 
(12.7%) which sometimes 
included kidnapping. im
prisonment, rape and/or 
murder. Beating repre
sented only 6 .7% and was 
related mostly to domestic 
arguments.The aggressors 
in these cases were an ex
husband or a member of 
the extended family who 



coerced the victim for 
transfer of property or real 
estate, an insurance pol
icy, or for other financial 
matters. One particular 
case involved the brother
in-law of a widow beating 
and raping his victim after 
she refused to marry him 
and then refused to en
dorse her deceased hus
band's insurance policy. 

The reasons for the 
crimes were mostly un
known or not reported, 
i.e., 80 out of the 113, the 
equivalent of 71 % of the 
sample (see Table 2). 
Family related conflicts, 
although small, formed 
the second largest cat
egory in the examination 
of reasons given by the 
aggressor reaching ap
proximately 11 %. In one 
of the cases of unwanted 
marriages, the father and 
the brother killed the vic
tim because she wanted 
to marry someone from a 
different religion. Three 
crimes of honor were re
ported, two of which in
volved the killing of the 
victim, and the other was 
an unsuccessful attempt 
at murder. The category 
for other reasons (see ta
ble 2) includes violence 
resulting in burglary, 
sexual assault cases 
where the victims claim 
force and the aggressors 
deny it, political conflicts, 
burglaries, and a joke' 
that got ou t of hand. 

The majority of reported 
cases, 52 .2% (see Table 
3), did not contain in
formation about the re
lationship between the 
aggressor and his victim, 
most likely because they 
are unknown. Together, 
members of the immedi
ate family form 28.3% of 
the total number of per
petrators. If members of 
the extended family are 
added they total 37.2%. 

Table 1 
Reas:ins for Violence 
N3 rep'orted in th,ree 4ban:e~e ne~sp.apers 
November 1993 - March 1994 '" / ., 

Forms of Violence Total Number Percentage 
of Incidents 

Rape 41 30.6 

Killing 34 25.4 

Mugging / Robbery 17 12.7 

Kidnapping / imprisonment 13 9.7 

Beating 9 6.7 

Attempted Rape 8 6.0 

Incest 8 6.0 

Attempted Killing 4 2.9 

Total 134 100.0 

Table 2 

Reasons for Violence Number Percentage 
of Incidents 

Unknown / Not reported 80 70.8 

Family reasons (domestic, 
inheritance, insurance, money, 

honor, religious differences, etc.) 12 10.6 

Drugs / sexual assault / 
psychological disturbances 8 7.1 

Other reasons 13 11.5 

Total 113 100.0 

,<{ it 'n:/'8 1~(~' , ' 

Table 3 
Relationship of 'Aggressors/to Victims 
As reported in thEee Lebanese newspapers 
NovelJlber 199.3. ;-iMarqlf 1994·(,' . 

Relationship 

Males in the nuclear family (father, 
brother, son, including one sister) 

Husband / Ex-husband 

Members of extended family 
(brother-in-law, nephew, uncle, 

step-son, aunt's husband) 

Others (boyfriend, friend, 
employer, neighbor) 

Unknown / Not specified 

Total 

Number 
of Incidents 

19 

13 

10 

12 

59 

113 

Percentage 

11.5 

8.9 

10.6 

52.2 

100.0 

Reports per 
News paper 
AI-Nahar ~ 52 
AI-Oiyar ~ 39 
AI-Safir ~ 22 
Total ~ 113 



Women victims of vi
olence are lQrgely de
fenseless given their youth 
and consequently, their 
vulnerability to coercion 
by older males. A large 
proportion of the victims 
were reported to be below 
the age of 15 (Table 4), 
whereas their aggressors 
were between 21 and 30. 
We would have liked to ex
amine the link, if one does 
exist, between the kind of 
violence and the age of the 
victim in light of the re
lationship between the ag
gressor and his victim. 
Such an analysis would 
have shed more light on 
the assumed sexual! 
incestuous nature 

117 aggressors were in
volved in the 113 in
cidents appearing in the 
other tables of this report. 

More in-depth in-
vestigation is needed to 
access the determinants 
and variables of the situa
tion on violence against 
women in Lebanon, de
spite the relevance of the 
data presented in this 
study. Violence against 
women remains an ex
tremely peripheral prob
lem in Lebanon. Despite 
the fact that media in
dulge in scandals and 
shock stories , violence 
against women, especially 
if related to sex and do-

m estic battery, seems to 
remain highly linked to 
honor. People feel that re
porting any actual or sus
pected violation of that 
honor -- whether it is of 
the woman 's doing or is 
inflicted on her -- may 
cause more harm to the 
entire family. Therefore, it 
is not perceived as a public 
issue or as a social prob
lem, but a private one. 
When reported, it seems as 
if it only concerns people 
and women from the lower 
brackets of society or who 
have been abandoned by 
their families, work as 
maids, or are dead. 

of the crimes given 
the fact that a large 
number of the vic
tims are below 15. 

Table 4 

The absence of a 
complete set of data 
for each case and 
the high range of 
the unknown/not 
reported category 
did not allow for 
statistically sig
nificant tabulations 
and deductions. 

Age of Victim 

Less than 15 

16 - 20 

21 - 30 

More than 30 

Unknown / Not specified 

Total 

Number Percentage 
of Victims 

26 23.0 

13 11.5 

16 14.2 

12 10.6 

46 40.7 

113 100.0 According to a 
study published in 
Al-Nahar, it was 
reported that the 
rape of minors in Table 5 

Age of Agg;e.ssors "" 

Lebanon total 
2,671 between 

As reported in, three Leb~ese newspaper.s, 
November 1993 - Maicb 1994 . ., 

Age of Aggressors Number Percentage 
of Aggressors 

up to 20 7 6.0 

21 - 30 20 17.1 

31 - 40 14 12.0 

More than 40 10 8.5 

1988 and 1992. Of 
this total. there 
were 970 females 
and 1,701 males. 
Further-more, the 
aggre-ssors were 
teenagers and/or 
kin to the victim, 
such as brother or 
father. (1) Unknown /Not reported 66 56.4 

In addition to the 
existence of more 
than one form of violence 
per incident and victim, 
some involved more than 
one aggressor. According 
to our content analysis, 

Total 117 100.0 

(1) Ibra him al-Sa msamani. 
Incestuou s Relations. Al-Nabar, 
Sa turday April 23. 1994 . 



Are Battered WOnten 
Hospitalized? 

By surveying hospitals 
in the Beirut area. we 
hoped to collect system
atic data on the number 
of battered women who 
come to the emergency 
rooms. Our interest was 
to gather information on 
the socio-economic class 
they belong to. their phy
sical condition. and the 
person who brings them 
in for help. 

The hospitals con
tacted are located in 
various parts of the city. 
Beirut. and cater to peo
ple from different re
ligious groups and socio
economic bra-ckets. The 
sample includes nine 
hospitals: Al-Rassoul al
Aazam. and ai-Sahel in 
the Southern suburbs. a 
densely populated Mos
lem Shiite area; Barbir 
Hospital a nd Makassed 
Hospital in a Moslem 
Sunni part of town; Ji
tawi. St-Georges and Ho
tel Dieu de France locat
ed in the eastern side of 
Beirut in quarters that 
are populated by Chris
tians; the American Uni
versity Hospital and the 
Middle East H ospital in 
the more cosmopolitan 
parts of the city. 

Eva Bu Melhem 

spondent rather than in 
reference to hospital files. 
It is interesting to note 
that psychological dis
turbances were reported 
as being more frequent 
than physical injuries 
among women seeking 
medical care in emer
gency rooms. Nev
ertheless. the causes of 
illness did not seem to 
concern those reporting 
it. 

Women who are treated 
for injuries of domestic 
violence. in the Rasoul-al
Aazam Hospital. include 
wives. mothers . daugh
ters . A sixteen year old 
girl who attempted sui
cide after her father at
tempted to rape her. was 
reported as one of the 
cases of violence treated 
in the ER. The hospital 
called her father to dou
ble check the story. Nat
urally. he denied it. It 
was also reported that 
the ER of the Rassoul-al-I Aazam Hospital treats 

i three to four cases of de
I pression among educated 

'
I women. every week. and 

a few suicide attempts. 

( m:~ti~h~:fe:c~a:~St~: ~~ 
I
' of aI-Sahel Hospital. bat

tery cases are the most 
I frequent. The battered 
I women. who are brought 

,i in by neighbors . suffer 
from bruises and severe 
emotional trauma. They 

The researcher ap
proached the Emergency 
Room (ER) as the de
partment most likely to 
admit cases of violence. 
The hospitals resisted 
~ving out data about the 
Issue despite reassu
rances that our interest 
was purely academic. I 
Furthermore. when it \ 
was furnished. the data I~I 
was based on the ob-
servation of the re-

belong to all social and 
economic classes. and 
their ages range from six
teen to forty. Cases of at
tempted suicide. often. 
involve younger female 
patients. These are ad
mitted into observation 

for twenty four hours and 
then referred to a psychi
atrist. 

At the Barbir Hospital. 
there were no records of 
violence against women 
and a limited number of 
hysterical cases were re
ported. 

At the Makassed Hos
pital. three cases of 
physical violence against 
women during the year 
were reported. The vic
tims were brought in by 
parents or husbands who 
seemed apologetic and 
afraid. The patients were 
in the thirty year age 
bracket. A particular case 
that was treated in the 
hospital five months ago. 
was a five year old girl 
who was raped by her 
grandfather. She was 
brought in by her parents 
who were in a state of 
shock and her father 
swore that he was going 
to kill his own father. 

The Jitawi Hospital re
ported very few cases of 

, battery. The most com
mon illness that women 
who come to the ER suf
fer from is nervous hys
teria. There is an average 
of ten cases a month. 

The St-Georges Hos
pital was unwilling to give 
out any information. After 
repeated negotiations. a 
nurse said: "We do not 
ask patients about their 
personal lives." 

At Hotel Dieu de 
France. the information 
collected from different 
staff members in the ER 
revealed that no cases of 
violence were treated 
during April 1994. There 
were 10 hysteria cases 

and one case of at
tempted suicide. The pa
tients were brought to the 
ER by their parents. Their 
physical condition was 
loss of consciousness and 
their psychological states 
included neuropathic and 
hysterical crises. 

The American Uni
verSity Hospital. prOvided 
little information as well. 
An ER staff reported a 

I few cases of violence 
against women and none 
of rape and sexual abuse. 
Suicidal attempts are 
seasonal increasing just 
before the winter. the 
staff member noted. The 
female victims are young 
between eighteen and 
twenty five. and the in
juries resulted from 
drinking parathione. de
mole or other poisonous 
products. 

At the Middle East 
Hospital . the information 
was as scarce as the oth
er hospitals. Very few 
cases of women suffering 
from injuries incurred 
from domestic violence 
were reported. Suicidal 
and nervous illness were 
more frequent and an av
erage of 10 cases of at
tempted suicide are treat
ed a month. 

The resistance of hos
pitals to report infor
mation for determining 
the situation of psychical. 
and p sychological vi

olence against women il-
lustrates the general re
luctance of society to ad
dress the issue. Hospitals 
are afraid of being as
SOCiated with a con
troversy like violence 
against women. which 
can be strongly mobilized 
if supported with preCise 
numbers from their files . 

- Eva Bu Methem, 
Journalist in a Lebanese 

radio station 
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Religious Courts 
NayZa Khodr Hamadeh 

Husbands who physical abuse their 
wives are not a rare phenomenon. In fact, 
this type of domestic violence exists in all 
societies and social strata. This paper in
vestigates the matter through interviews 
with Lebanese religious authorities who 
are familiar with relevant court cases. 

Four interviews were 
carried with: Father Su
leiman Sammour of the 
Catholic church, Father 
George Dimas of the 
Greek Orthodox church, 
Sheikh Mohammed Ka
naan from the Sunni re
ligious court and Sheikh 
Suleiman Ghanem from 
the Druze religious court. 
They all agree that cases 
of battered women exist 
and are not rare; however, 
their proportion to the to
tal number of cases in
volving domestic problems 
varies. It ranges from be
ing low (Catholics, Druz
es) to existing in around 
50 percent of court cases 
(Greek Orthodox) or in 
most court cases (Sunni). 

In trying to explain this 
type of domestic violence, 
Father Sammour relates 
it to the oriental mentality 
which claims that the 
husband is the master oj 
the household and thus 
can act as he wishes. This 
is not true. The wife is an 
equal partner in marriage 
and should be treated ac
cordingly. Yet. is it in 
man's nature to beat his 
wife? No, says Father Di
mas, there are always 

circumstances that lead to 
violence and the wife is 
not always innocent. 
Many times she instigates 
it. The war has also had 
its effect on family re
lations. According to 
Sheikh Ghanem, cases of 
battered women pre
sented to the Druze re
ligious courts almost al
ways involve at least one 
partner suffering from 
psychological problems 
that they (the couple) re
late to the pressures, ten
sions and effects of the 
war. 

It is known that not all 
women who suffer from 
battery by their husbands 
take their cases to courts. 
What are the common 
backgrounds of women 
who do? When do they 
address the courts? What 
do they seek by doing so? 
What are the different re
ligious legislation that 
deal with these cases? 

There is a common mis
conception that domestic 
violence is prevalent 
among the lower socio
economic classes. Hence, 
many assume that poverty 
-- being associated with 

uneployment, addiction, 
stealing, alcoholism, and 
ignorance leads to 
physical violence by frus
trated males. However, 
according to the four re
ligious authorities, bat
tered women who address 
the courts belong to all 
social and economic 
backgrounds. Rich or 
poor, educated or illiter
ate, wo-men suffer from 
battery. Yet, as Sheiklt 
Kanaan puts it, the upper 
class tries to hide these 
realities in any way they 
can. 

It is only when the sit
uation at home becomes 
unbearable and life im
possible that women ad
dress the courts. It is, as 
if, by doing so, they cross 
the point of no return. 
What do they seek by do
ing so? How do the vari
ous courts and legislation 
handle these cases? 

Among the Catholics, 
women usually address 
themselves to the Rev
erend Priest, who tries to 
reconcile the couple. Fa
ther Sammour stresses 
this pastoral role of the 
church. We try to rec
oncile, and to give time to 
the couple to re-evaluate 
their marriage. When rec
onciliation jails, the wom
an files a complaint to the 
court. The other party 
(husband) is summoned, 
and we hear the two sides 
oj the story. If she insists 
on going beyond mere 
complaint registration, she 
files a suit and asks jor 



separation. To do that, 
the woman has to prove, 
through witnesses (e.g .. 
neighbors) or through an 
official medical report. 
that she js being beaten. 
However, even jf she does, 
she cannot ask for "per
manent separation" or 
"divorce" because physical 
violence, unJortunately, is 
not enough ground Jor di
vorce in the Catholic 
church unless the life oj 
the woman is considered 
to be in life threatening. 
She can only ask for a 
temporary separation, 
unless she has other rea
sons that are considered 
valid for divorce. 

The procedures are not 
very different among the 
Greek Orthodox. Women 
usually address the court 
to register a "complaint". 
The religious authorities 
must then try to reconcile 
the couple and work out 
the differences. This is our 
main job, says Father Di
mas, we actfirst in a pas
toral way. Sometimes, 
reconciliation fails, and 
the woman pursues her 
suit and asks for separa
tion. This usually happens 
when her life is threat
ened. At this stage, like in 
the Catholic church, she 
has to prove that she is 
being physically abused 
by her husband by pre
senting witnesses or an 
official medical report. In 
the Greek Orthodox chur
ch, too, being battered is 
enough Jor divorce when 
and only when the life oj 
the woman is in danger, 
says Father Dimas. 

Battered Sunni women, 
in most instances, ad
dress their religious 
courts to ask for NaJaqa{l) 
for their children and 
themselves . Yet. many 
times, it is also to ask for 
separation and hence the 
right to keep their chil-

dren. According to Sheikh 
Kanaan, a battered wom
an can file a court suit 
against her husband and 
askJor separation (divorce) 
even if the Usma(2) is in his 
hands. 

Among the Druzes, the 
woman usually addresses 
the court after physical 
separation has already oc
curred. Usually, her aim is 
to register a complaint and 
ask Jor NaJaqa, especially 
when there are children. 
This, according to Sheikh 
Ghanem, is in most in
stances, the first step to
wards complete separa
tion, i.e. divorce. In the 
Druze religious courts, 
physical abuse presents 
enough ground Jor the 
woman to ask Jor divorce 
and the husband takes all 
the responsibility meaning 
that she gets all her rights. 
It is interesting to note 
that, for the Druze, the 
only legal form of separa
tion between husband and 
wife is an irrevocable di-

vorce, unlike other Leb
anese sects which allow 
for annulment, temporary 
or permanent separation. 

Among Sunnis and 
Druzes, battered women 
have to prove, through 
witnesses and medical re
ports, that violent abuse is 
occurring, in order to pur
sue their court suits. 

To sum up, it seems that 
among the four sects in
volved in this study, a 
woman has to prove bat
tery in order to file a suit 
against her husband. 
Even when she does, this 
does not mean that she 
will eventually get separa
tion. It is only among the 
Druzes that battery, when 
proven, is considered 
enough ground for di
vorce. A question raises it
self at this stage: Is the 
situation the same among 
other Lebanese sects? 
This remains for future re
search to determine. 

Nayla Khodr Hamadeh 

There are 

always 

• 
ClrCUm-

stances 

that lead· to 

violence 

and the 

wife is not 

always 

innocent. 

(I) Nafaqa is the financial obligation 
of the husband towards his wife from 
the day of their marriage through the 
divorce and u.ntil the Idda or the three 
months period folloWing the divorce 
are over. 
(2) Usma is the right for divorce. The 
one who holds the Usma is entitled to 
initiate divorce proceedings. 
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An- Islantic Discourse 
With 'Sayyed Mohammed Hussein 

Fadlallah 
Adele Khudr 

A colleague pointed out that Sayyed Mo
hammed Hussein FadLallah said The 
husband has the right to beat his wife, in 
his book IsLamic ContempLation About 
Women(1). Shocked, I decided to probe in
to the matter. After reading the book, an 
interview seemed necessary with this eL
oquent and Learned MosLem Shiite figure 
who beLieves that discourse is a primary 
condition for consoLidating our beliefs and 
that no topic is too 'sacred' for discussion. 
Sayyed FadLallah was sure to provide ex
pLanations about the tenants of IsLam re
Lated to the husband's right to beat his 
wife. It is important to note that the specif
ic issue at hand examines the conditions 
whereby the IsLamic Shari'a, according to 
a Shiite interpretation, justifies physicaL 
punishment of an 'uncooperative' wife. 
Lack of cooperation refers to the wife's re
fusaL of having sexual intercourse with 
her husband or, what Sayyed Fadlallah 
calls, rebellion against her husband. 

To Sayyed Fadlallah, 
the issue of violence 
against women reflects all 
other forms of violence in 
the world; a world where 
force is inflicted on the 
weak by the strong. 
Hence, historical trends in 
the evolution of violence 
have culminated in dis
cerning women as weak 
and inferior and men as 
strong and superior. Vi
olence against women, 
therefore, is not limited to 
a specific culture or eth-

nic group. According to 
Fadlallah, the violence 
that men inflict on their 
wives emulates a uni
versal aspect of women's 
subordi-nation. He as
sociates subordination 
with ambiguous situa
tions that women put 
themselves in, as a result 
of their passive de
pendence on men. Using 
the example of the media, 
the Sayyed notes that 
women reinforce their 
own subordination by as-

certaining sexually sug
gestive images . Hence, ex
cessive emphasis on the 
female and lesser attention 
to the male body suggest 

i inequality, and one feels 
that they are totally de
pendent on men. 

When it comes to how 
Islam interprets violence 
against women, Sayyed 
Fadlallah, said beating is 
permitted only under one 
strict condition: When the 
wife does not respond to 
her husband, sexually, 
and rebels against him; 
when she refuses to have 
intercourse, which she 
should comply to at all 
times, unless she has an 
excuse or any circum
stances, which prevent 
her from doing it. It is 
worth noting that, ac
cording to Sayyed Fad
lallah, a woman has the 
right to abstain from inter
course in certain situa
tions. She has the right 
and the authority to spec
ify these conditions in the 
marriage contract. Con
sequently, the husband 
will have no authority over 
her. Sayyed Fadlallah ex
plains that this provision 
is not, however, widely 
used because very few are 
aware of it. creating. thus. 
another discrepancy be
tween theory and practice 
in Islam. 

Dwelling further on the 
husband 's right to beat his 
wife. Sayyed Fadlallah 
warns against inter
pretations which overlook 
the two inherent aspects of 



the situation: first, the 
existence of rebellion by 
the wife and second the 
means available to the 
husband for dealing with 
it. He explains that cul
turally and historically, 
patterns of male sexuality 
are known for being plural 
and multiple while those 
of women are monog
amous. Hence, their sex
ual drives differ, men's 
being more immediate like 
the need for food and 
drink, whereas, in wom
en, it is regulated by other 
circumstantial 
mechanisms and 
conditions. There
fore, the instinctual 
drive of men being 
stronger than that 
of women and mar
riage being the only 
legal social and re
ligious institution 
that satisfies and 
regulates sexual 
matters, women 
must respond to 
their husbands' re
quest for sexual 
fulfilment. 

Hence, what is a 
man to do when his 
wife rebels against 
those duties that 
are meant to protect 
the marriage and 
the family? asks 
Sayyed Fadlallah. 
What are the means 
available to a husband for 
dealing with the situation 
if his wife rebels, refUSing 
to satisfy his sexual 
needs? The husband has 
a number of alternatives 
before resorting to beating 
his wife, which is the last 
course of action. The first 
is based on verbal com
munication whereby the 
husband reminds and lec
tures his partner about 
her role and duties as a 
wife. The second involves 
punishing her by rejecting 
her both physically and 
psychologically.If these al-

ternatives do not resolve 
the problem, the solution 
being that the wife recants 
her rebellion and listens to 
reason, the husband has 
the right to beat her. The 
follOwing verse from the 
Koran indicates: And ad
monish those you fear 
may be rebellious; banish 
them to their couches and 
beat them. If they obey 
you, look not for any other 
way against them (Surat 
al-Nisa', verse 34). Inter
pretations of the Koran 
stress that the beating 

should not be violent, 
should avoid the face and 
should not cause bruises 
(al-Zamakhshari, al-Kha
shaf. vol. I, pg. 507). 

Sayyed Fadlallah men
tions other courses of ac
tion, which may sound 
more conventional to us. 
But, as he listed them, he 
indicated that they are not 
solutions as such. For in
stance, the husband may 
decide to take a second 
wife, which, according to 
the Sayyed, does not solve 
the problem should the 

other wife develop the 
same attitude. Or, the 
husband may take the 
matter to (religious) court, 
which is not likely to in
terfere in what it considers 
a personal and intimate 
matter between spouses. 
He may resort to divorce, 
which is more of an escape 
mechanism than a solu
tion. Sayyed Fadlallah ex
plains the inadequacy of 
these alternatives saying 
that a solution should be 
based on realistic grounds 
for preserving and pro

tecting the marriage. 

Sayyed Fadlallah 
presents also another 
argument which au
thorizes the husband 
to be the decision
maker, by virtue of his 
role as the financial 
provider, the husband 
has the right to use 
force in order to pre
serve the marriage. By 
so doing, he is pro
tecting it from a worse 
kind of Violence, that 
of ruining the lives of 
those affected by the 
confliCt. Sayyed Fad
lallah considers that, 
in this sense, Islam 
uses a realistic ap
proach to the problem 
of violence between 
husband and wife. 

I then proceeded to 
ask Sayyed Mohammed 
Hussein Fadlallah about 
the difference between vi
olence against women in 
the Western world and the 
Third world. According to 
him, the West con
centrates on publically 
condemning forms of vi
olence against women 
while it continues to live in 
a general atmosphere of 
violence. This is evident in 
the increaSing number of 
reported rape, murder and 
domestic abuse, he says. 
Whereas, the Third world, 
in general, and the Arab 
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man to do 
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wife rebels 

against 

those 

duties that 

are meant 

to protect 
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(1) Sayyed Mohammed Hussein 
Fadlallah. 1993. Islamic 
Contemplations About Women; 
Ta'amulat Islamlyah Hawl al·Mara'. 
Beirut: Dar al-Kalirna. 



world. in particular. do not 
use force against women. 
arbitrarily. Ofte.Q. it occurs 
within specific traditional 
paradigms. Hence. women 
are beaten and even killed 
by a father . brother. son. 
nephew. or husband when 
they violate specific nom1S 
and values related to fam
ily honor. 

Sayyed Fadlallah goes 
on to deliberate about Is
lam and the women's lib
eration movement. He 
stresses that Islam. con
trary to what is believed. 
perceives of the woman as 
an independent human 
being. It is not decreed 
that she must obey a man 
because she is a woman. A 
woman has the right to 
refuse or accept to marry 

the man. She is culturally 
independent and Islam 
does not prohibit her from 
working. Sayyed Fad
lallah strongly stresses 
that the moral values and 
principles of Islam are the 
same for both men and 
women. He calls for a 
comparison between Is
lamic concepts and other 
notions being per
petuated in the Moslem 
world. There are two 
ways to do this. he 
says. One is by 
raising awareness 
about the true 
outlook of Islam to 
women; the other 
by engaging in 
discourse. Di
alogue between 
the different 
trends. both 

religious and secular, is 
the only constructive 
means [or understanciing 
the ciifferent concepts. 

- Adele Khudr, 
Anthropologist. 
officer - UNICEF 

Sayyed Mohammed Hussein Fadlallah 

Sayyed Mohammed Hussein Fad
lallah was born in 1936 in Najaf. Iraq. 
He is originally from the village of Ai
nata in South Lebanon. His father, 
Sayyed Abd al-Ra'ouf Fadlallah was a 
reputable religious leader. The Fad
lallah family came from the holy city of 
Mecca and its lineage dates back to the 
Imam Hasan son of the Imam Ali bin 
AbiTaleb. 

Sayyed Fadlallah attended primitive 
schools known as al-Katatib for two 
years. before moving into the tutor ship 
of leading Islamic Ulamas, such as 
Sayyed al-Khou' and Sayyed Mohsen 
al-Hakim. He received the degree of Ij
tihad at twenty eight. He then returned 
to Lebanon, and founded a school of 
religion, in the quarter of al-Nabba' in 
Beirut. He moved to the southern 
suburbs of the city, where he con
tinues to reside, after the Siege over 
Nabaa' during the civil war in Lebanon. 
In the suburbs he created a popular 

IslamiC movement that promotes di
alogue. discourse and creates aware
ness among different classes and 
groups of people. Through the move
ment. Sayyed Fadlallah emphasizes 
the need to raise an educated and cul
tured youth and generation of Mos
lems. 

Sayyed Fadlallah has over forty pub
lications. of which the explanation of 
the Koran is the most important. He is 
also the founder of a philanthropic as
sociation. known as "Jamiyat al
Mabarat al-Khairiyah." which acts as a 
umbrella over at least ten smaller as
sociations for the welfare of orphans 
and the education ofthe youth. 

To many. Sayyed Mohammed Huss
ein Fadlallah. is politicall recognized in 
aSSOCiation with the Hizbollah. the Par
ty of God. However, his public appear
ances focus on socio-religious issues. 



DOlllestic Violence 
Against WOlllen 

in Jordan 
ArwaAamiry 

A Jordanian weekly recently reported 
that a man surrendered to the police and 
confessed to slaughtering his daughter 
'like a sheep'. He killed her because she 
was pregnant, even though the lover was 
willing to marry her. As soon as the father 
found out about the pregnancy, he went 
home, asked the visitors present to leave, 
took a sharp knife from the kitchen and 
dragged his daughter to the roof where he 
slaughtered her. 

What is of relevance 
here is not the fact that 
honor crimes are still com
mon in Arab society at the 
end of the twentieth centu
ry, but that the verdict of 
the courts does not seem 
to sanction such practic
es. Her lover was not con
Sidered guilty since she 
had accepted his advanc
es. The fa ther was found 
guilty of killing his daugh
ter, but since she had vio
lated traditions, values 
and customs, and got her 
father 'beyond himself , 
his punishment consisted 
of six days in prison start
ing with the day of her 
death and the confiscation 
of the murder weapon. 

Thus , not only was a 
woman slaughtered like a 
sheep, not only did tradi
tion condemn her behav-

ior. but also by the legal 
system, lawyers and judg
es. For most people, par
ticularly for women and 
children, 'the family is the 
most violent group to 
which they are likely to 
belong. Despite fears from 
the contrary, it is not a 
stranger but so-called 
loved ones who are most 
likely to assault, rape or 
murder' (Dobash and Do
bash, 1979, p .7) . 

The aim of this article is 
to present research find
ings on family violence in 
Jordan conducted in 
1988, by the Center for 
Women's Studies at the 
University of Jordan. The 
aim of the research was to 
compile data that would 
stand as evidence for the 
existence of domestic vio
lence and support strate-

gies for raising public 
awareness on the issue. 

Members of the center 
searched for evidence of 
the existence of violence 
in the Jordanian family. 
Ho-wever, as is the case 
in many countries, facts 
were not available . There 
were only indications of 
one or another form of 
violence in the family. 
Women are generally un
willing to speak up. They 
are often ashamed and 
blame themselves think
ing they had provoked 
the men. Women also 
want to project a good 
impression about their 
marriages and therefore 
prefer to keep silent. 

However, in spite of the 
silence that surrounds 
family violence, the mem
bers of The Center for 
Women's Studies did find 
indicators upon talking 
to psychiatrists, lawyers , 
hospitals and the police 
who confirmed the exis
tence of domestic vio
lence, but none had any 
data on its extent or 
severity. 

A questionnaire was 
distributed to 56 stu
dents at the University of 
Jordan. Violence was de
fined as: 'any behavior 
that aims at subjugating 
and controlling another 
person through intimida
tion, threat, psychologi-
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85 m urders 

were 

reported in 

1989 in 

Jordan .. 

The killer 

was 

identified 

in 75 cases1 

including 

72 men and 

3 women. 

The victim 

was a 
... woman In 

31 of the 

72 cases. 

cal, verbal or physical 
means.' The Pwer and 
Control Wheel (the fig
ure on the next page) 
specifying type of abuse 
was included to help re
spondents recognize the 
type of violence occurring 
in their home, if applica
ble. An enclosed matrix 
also served to help them 
identify the violator and 
the victim. 

Eighty six percent of 
the students answered in 
the affirmative to the 
question: 'Is there abuse 
of any kind in your fami
ly?' Inti-midation was the 
form of violence that pre
vailed among 75 percent 
of the students. The sec-
ond most common 

the mother abuses the 
children, the male chil
dren abuse the female 
children. In 1989, my stu
dents and I looked into 
homicide cases in the fam
ily. The Jordanian society 
is known to be safe, and 
non-violent. It did not sur
prise the police that only 
85 murders were reported 
in 1989. The killers were 
identified in 75 cases, and 
included 72 men and 3 
women. The victim was a 
woman in 31 out of the 72 
cases. In all of these 
crimes the killer was a 
close member of the fami
ly, namely the father, the 
son or the husband. 

The important conclu-

sive research is needed to 
determine, more accurate
ly, the prevalence of do
mestic violence. 

It is also incorrect to 
say that only social mis
fits abuse members of 
their families. 'Seeking 
the causes and sources of 
violence and crime 
through emphasis on 
pathological individuals 
or deviant relationships 
has been an important 
activity of those who 
would ignore that violence 
is endemic.'(Dobash and 
Dobash, 1979, p. 17). The 
fact that 86 percent of the 
families on a group of stu
dents at the University of 

form of violence was 
emotional abuse, 
which 40 percent of 
the students claimed 
was practiced in 
their families. Physi
cal abuse was report
ed by 33 percent. It 
is important to note 
that the same stu
dent/person is often 
subjected to more 

When the was 
Jordan witness 
abuse in their fami
lies indicates that vi
olence is a norm not 
an exception. Sub-filled, hierarchy of 

clear: 
abuses 

mother 
children, 

the children 

everybodY1 
abuses 

jugation of women to 
accept, internalize 
and, in due time rein
force the correspond
ing social norms 
takes place early in 
their lives. 

than one form of vio
lence. Abuse of the 
mother was ascer
tained by 50 percent 
of the students and it 
reached the point of phys
ical violence in 21 percent 
of the families. 

These data are similar to 
the ones published in a re
port of a group of experts 
meeting to discuss the is
sue of violence against 
women. The meeting was 
set by the United Nations 
and resulted in recogniz
ing that violence against 
women in the family and 
society is pervasive and 
cuts across income levels, 
class and cultural lines. 

When the matrix was 
filled. the hierarchy of 
abuse became clear: the 
father abuses everybody, 

abuse the female 
children. 

sion to be drawn from this 
research on homicide is 
'that an extraordinary pro
portion of killings take 
place in the home and 
that women are much 
more likely than men to be 
slain in their roles as 
wives or inmates than 
men as husbands' (Do
bash and Dobash, 1979, 
p.17). 

It is important to reiter
ate that the findings of 
this study should be treat
ed with caution because 
the sample is relatively 
small and the data are 
based on the children's 
accounts of violence in the 
family, and not that of the 
mother. More comprehen-

Acts of violence can 
be understood only 
in the context of the 
hierarchy of family 

authority. That the socio
cultural patriarchal sys
tem uses violence to 
maintain its order became 
a public issue recently. 
American Judge William 
Sweeney posed the ques
tion: "Why do we have so 
many victims of battery?' 
Answering the question, 
he stated: "This society, 
historically, presumes 
men's superiority. If you 
grant this presumption, 
then superiority has to be 
validated if challenged. 
How do you validate it? 
Ultimately \vith physical 
force" (Sweeney, 1981) . 

Power differentials be
tween men and women, 
which are internalized 



ISOLATION 
Controlling what 
she does, who she 
sees and talks to, 
where she goes. 

EMOTIONAL 
ABUSE 
Putting her down 
or making her feel 
bad about herself, 
calling her names. 
Making her think 
she's crazy. 
games. 

INTIMIDATION 
Putting her in fear 
by: using locks, ac
tions, gestures, loud 
voice, smashing 
things, destroying 
her property. POWER 

AND 
CONTROL 

Trying to keep her from 
getting or keeping a job. 
Making her ask for mon
ey, giving her an allow
ance, taking her money. 

USING MALE 
PRIVILEGE 
Treating her like a 
servant. Making all 
the "big" decisions. 
Acting like the 
"master of the 
castle" . 

through socialization of 
both sexes, is the primary 
variable that preserve ine
quality. It is reinforced by 
the patriarchal rule, 
which is essentially a so
cial structure of subordi
nating women to men 
(Delphy, 1984) . 

The function of the pa
triarchal system has been 
and continues to exert a 
strong influence on the 
persistence of battering 
women in the family . It is 

SEXUAL ABUSE 
Making her do sex
ual things against 
her will. Physically 
attacking the sexu
al parts of her 
body. Treating her 
like a sex object. 

Making and/or car
rying out threats 
to do something to 
hurt her emotion
ally. Threaten to 
take the children, 

Making her feel guilty 
about the children, us
ing the children to 
give messages, using 
visitation as a way to 
harass her. 

maintained a nd perpetu
ated by the women's si
lence. Something must 
be done to stop the abuse 
of women in the home. 

Dr. An.ua Aamiry, 
Professor 

Department of 
Psychology 

University of Jordan 
Amman, Jordan 

This figure is taken from A 
Training Manual for 
Volunteers (p.32) by M. 
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Man stabs divorced sister in fit of anger 

By Rana Husseini 
Specia/IO rile Jore/wl Tilll es 

AMMAN -- A 25-year-old 
Wihdat woman was stabbed 
by her brother Friday and 
was listed in critical condi
tion, according to the Civil 
Defence Department (COD) 
and family sources. 

The woman , identified as 
Taghrid A., had had an argu
ment with her husband, who 
immediatly di vorced her the 
same day (Friday). 

The woman. a mother of 
two, sought , refuge at her 
brother's house, according to 
family sources. 

A Family member told the 
Jordan Times, an argument e
rupted between the brother, 
identified as M.A., and his 

May 15, 1994 

siste r regarding Taghrid 's 
fight with her husband. 
~ According to the family 

member, the brother asked 
hi s sister to return to her hus
band ' s house. The woman 
refused, the source said. and 
when the argument reached 
a deadlock ~M.A . drew a 
knife and stabbed hi s sister 
in the stomack several times . 

The woman was rushed to 
Al Bashir Hospital for treat
ment. Hospital sources to ld 
the Jordan Times that the 
woman's condition is 
critical. 

According to relati ves, the 
woman's brother is being 
he ld by police pending fur
ther investigations. 

Police refused to give de
ta il s of the incident. 
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Brother kills sister, 
drops nephew in the street 

By Rana Husseini 
Special (0 (he Jo rda ll Tilll es 

AMMAN -- Zarqa police 
have reveal ed a murder case 
which in volves the di vorced 
mother of a reported ly mi ss
ing child. 
~Zarqa police have de

tained a suspect in 
connection with a crime 
that was commited two 
weeks ago and involved a 
wandering child whose 
whereabouts had been ad
verti sed in the loca l papers 
by the police on Dec. IS. 
The two-year-old was 
found in the Zarqa streets 
on hi s ow n. 

Police sources said that 
after pl ac ing the ad vert is
ment with the boy's pic ture 

in local newspapers. a 
Zarq a citi ze n was able to i
dentify the boy and to ld the 
police that he knew the 
child li ved with hi s father 
abroad . 

Acting on the informa
tion from the wItness, 
police started investi gating 
the case and learned that 
the bro ther of the mother 
had commited the crime. 

A police source the 
Jordan Times the brother 
confessed to having killed 
hi s sister because she was 
frequently leaving the 
house without hi s knowl
ed ge and he suspected she 
was see ing somebod y. That 
made him kill her. 

The brother, who has not 
been identified, to ld the po-

lice on Dec . 10, he killed 
her. He we nt with hi s s ister 
(the victim) by the Zarqa 
stream and after an argu
ment about her suspected 
behav iour he picked a sharp 
object and hit the victim 
with it several times on her 
head. This caused her 
death. The suspect then 
burried hi s sister at the 
scene of the crime and took 
the two-year-old child to 
the city market in Zarqa 
and left him there . He was 
later picked up by the 
police . 

According to a police of
fi c ial in Z arqa, the child id 
bein g held at a child care 
cent;e in Zarqa until the in
veti gations are over. 

December 3 1. 1993 

Mother of 14 
children killed 

by brother
CDD 

Bv Rana Husseini 
Spectal (0 (h e Jo rda ll Times 

AMMAN -- A 37-year-old 
Jerash woman Saturday 
was shot and killed by her 
inebriated brother in 
Burma. a samll town of 
Jerash. according to Ci vil 
Defence Department 
(CDD) reports. 

The woman identified 
as Layla M . A. , was shot 
seven times by her brother 
Nawaf M. A. , who surren
dered to police shortly 
after the killing , a CDD of
fi c ial said. 

The offici al said the vic
tim , the mother of 14 
children was accused two 
years ago of adultery, and 
her husband di vorced her. 

The woman was acquit
ted of the adultery charges 
a year-later and was reunit 
ed with her husband , the 
CDD official said . 

Later, said the official , 
the hu sband again di
vorced the woman, and 
she was obli ged to li ve 
with her brothe r. 

Accordin g to the broth
er' s tes ti ma ny, said the 
C DD official , the suspect 
(42) said that someone told 
him that hi s s is ter was see
in g a man in Jerash town. 

~The brother said he 
went out and got drunk. re
turned ho me ~a nd shot his 
siste r. 

According to CDD the 
report the woman died in
stantl y of bullet wounds to 
the chest. 

Her body was taken to 
Jerash Military Hospital 
and was later transferred to 
Al Bashi r Hospital for an 
autopsy. 

Jerash po lice declined to 
comment o n the crime. 

April 3 , 1994 
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conflicts. 

Gender and Violence 
in Lebanon and 

Yugoslavia 
Evelyne Accad 

T he connection between admired mascu
linity and violent response to threat is a re
source that governments can use to mobi
lize supportfor war. 
It has become a matter of urgency for hu
mans as a group to undo the tangle of rela
tionships that sustains the nuclear arms 
race. Masculinity is part of this tangle. It 
will not be easy to alter. The pattern of an 
arms race, i.e. mutual threat, itself helps 
sustain an aggressive masculinity. 

Bob Connell, "Masculinity, Violence and War." 

I would like to examine 
some of the connections 
between issues of gender 
violence and illustrate 
them with specific exam 
ples from Lebanon and Yu
goslavia. Both countries 
h ave, in the last few years, 
experienced some of the 
most dramatic forms of 
war and violence. I would 
also like to consider peace 
as an alternative, more 
specifically: non-violence 
and social change. peace 
activism, human rights , 
disarmament, internatio
nal peace organizations, 
various resistance and 
peace movements as they 
a re expressed in thc spc-

cWc geographical areas of 
this study. Hybridity and 
plurality are also seen as 
real alternatives to vio
lence. For this presenta
tion, I refer, extensively, to 
the issue of Mediter
ranean Peoples on Yug
oslavia (peuples Medite
rraneens: Yougoslavie / 
Logiques de l'Exclusion, 
no. 61, oct-dec. 1992) . It 
contains articles by wom
en and men from Yugosla
via establishing the con
nection between gender, 
violence and war, in addi
tion to my own work on 
Sexuality and War: Lit
erary Masks of the Mid
dle East (Ncw York , New 

York University Press, 
1991) . 

Many important studies 
by women and men in the 
last few years depict a link 
between sexuality and na
tional/international con
flicts. For example, J ean
William Lapierre sees a 
"deep connection between 
masculine predominance 
and the importance of 
war."(l) According to him, 
most civilizations are 
based on conquest and 
war. The importance of 
hunting, then of war in 
social existence. in eco
nomic resources, in cultu
ral models (which valorize 
the warrior exploits), are 
at the roots of masculine 
domination and of wom
en's oppression."(2) He ex
plains how in so-called 
"modern" SOCieties, poli
tics, industry, business , 
are always a kind of war 
where one (mostly men, 
a nd sometimes women 
imitating men's behavior) 
must be energetic and ag
gressive to be powerful. It 
is not only capitalist socie
ties which "carry war like 
clouds carry the storm, 
but productivism in all its 
forms , including the so
called 'socialistic' one. In 
all societies in which 
economy a nd politics re -



quire a spirit of competi
tion (while its ethic exalts 
it) women are oppres
sed."(3) In her preface to 
a compilation of articles 
on "Women's Struggles 
and National Liberation", 
Miranda Davies states 
that "as they begin to rec
ognize and identify the 
specific nature of their 
double oppression, many 
women in the Third World 
realize that, when need
ed, they may join guenil
la movements, participate 
in the economy, enter pol
itics and organize trade 
unions, but at the end of 
the day they are still seen 
as women, second-class 
citizens, inferior to men, 
bearers of children, and 
domestic servants"(4). 
And Zarana Papic in "Ex
citizen of Ex-Yugoslavia," 
(5) notices how women's 
condition in ex
Yugoslavia worsened be
cause of the war. Their 
absence from all deci
sions, even those directly 
concerning themselves , 
such as abortion and oth
er rights, is dramatically 
noticeable. In the elected 
parliaments, they make 
up 13% in Slovania, 4,5 
% in Croatia, 4% in Mon
tenegro, 3 ,3% in Macedo
nia, 2,9%in Bosnia Her
zegovina, and 1,6% in 
Serbia. On the other 
hand, they have become 
mothers of refugees by 
the thousands. And 
Helke Sander in "A Male 
War to the Extreme, "(6) 
remarks that women in 
the Yugoslav war are not 
organized, their opinion is 
not taken into account, 
they do not express their 
views and are not repre
sented politically. 

Nationalism is a diffi
cult notion about which 
much is written. In both 
East and West, old and 
modern concepts, nation
alism is a complex com-

ponent of revolutionary 
discourse. It can move 
among all the various fac
ets of political power. For 
example, nationalism in 
one extreme form can be 
fascism. In "Fascisme et 
mystification misogyne," 
Therese Vial-Mannessier 
gives us a summary of 
Maria-Antonietta Mac
ciocchi's analysis of fas
cist ideology in Italy from 
and throughout the femi
nine universe. The collec
tive irrational is at work 
in all human groups. 
Conscious and uncon
scious forces led the 
masses to fascism from a 
transcendence of the indi
vidual ego into total alle
giance to the Italian Na
tion. First victims of this 
racism, women adhered 
to it through a maso
chism ready for all possi
ble sacrifices. 

While nationalism has 
been necessary for the 
young Arab states gaining 
their autonomy from colo
nialism, it nevertheless, 
like fascism, "reclaimed 
many of the most patriar
chal values of Islamic tra
ditionalism as integral to 
Arab cultural identity as 
such."(7) Mai Ghousoub in 
"Feminism--or the Eternal 
Masculine--in the Arab 
world," states that "the po
litical rights of women, 
nominally granted by the 
national state, are in prac
tice a dead letter. Thus, 
they are military dictator
ships of one kind or an
other, in which the suf
frage has no meaning. 
"Her analysis explains 
how: 

Colonialism was lived by 
the Arabs not simply as a 
domination or oppression, 
but as a usurpation oj pow
er. The principal victims oj 
this complex were to be Ar
ab women. For the cult oj a 
grandiose past, and the 

'superiority oj our values to 
those oj the West'. inevita
bly led to a suffocating 
rigidity oj Jamily structures 
and civil codes. Every
where, under the suppos
edly modemizing regimes 
oj 'national revolution'. the 
laws goveming the domes
tic and private sphere -
marriage. divorce, children 
--continue to be based on 
the Shari'a. The justifica
tion oj this relentlessly ret
rograde nexus is always 
the same. 

Helke Sander notices 
how in Yugoslavia, the 
strongest and dominant 
parties express extreme 
forms of nationalistic ide
ology, which reject other 
models." They are acti
vists, traditionalist, patri
archal, sexist in their pro
grams, their models of or
ganization, their language, 
their accents, their omis
sions, their blind spots. " 
(p. 208) Civil SOCiety is 
the first victim of this to
talitarian domineering na
tionalistic ideology. Ex
Yugoslavia which used to 
be, like Lebanon a 
country where various 
ethnic, cultural, religious 
groups lived in tolerance 
and relative autonomy 
and harmony compared to 
their neighbors--has be
come a country in which 
human rights, and spe
cially women's rights are 
threatened. Women are 
looked at almost exclu
sively as reproductive bod
ies. "We are, she says, in 
presence of the primitive 
scene which destroys and 
pushes away all notion of 
women's freedom because 
men are on the battlefields 
and women with their 
children are elsewhere 
sheltered from the shoot
ing."(pp. 209-210) Sander 
goes on to explain how the 
incredible irrationality at 
work is a rational manip
ulation to accept the dom-

(I) J ean -William Lapierre et 
Anne~ Marie de Vllaine, "Femmes: une 
oppression millenaire." Alternatives 
Non~Violentes: Femmes et 
Violences. (no. 40) p . 21. 
(2) Ib id. 
(3) Ibid .. p. 22. 
(4) Miranda Dad es, Third World 
Women: Second Sex (London: 
Zed.1983) p. iii. 

(5) Zarana Papic. "Ex-ciloyennes dans 
l'Ex-Yougos lavie ." Yougoslavie. 
Logiques de L'Exclusion/Peuples 
Mediterraneens no 61. oct-dec. 1992. 
p.207. 
(6) Helke Sander. "Une Guerrc de 
Males a l'Extreme." Yougoslavie. 
Logiques de L'Exc1usion/Peuples 
MediteITaneens no 61 . oct-dec. 1992 . 
p.201. 
(7) Mai Ghousoub. "Fcll1inisll1--or the 
Eternal Masculine--in the Arab \Vorld." 
New Left Review. 161. London. p. 8. 
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inant exclusive nationalis
tic ideology. She asserts 
that all "natiol'talism with 
their political. military 
strategies are built and 
depend on aggressive. 
dominant masculinity 
tumed towards violence ... 
all ideologies and nationa
listic strategies are found
ed on that type of aggres
sive masculine, sadistic, 
'virile' to the degree of 
crime; it is the main 
source of recruitment of 
males capable of commit
ting all imaginable and 
unimaginable atrocities." 
(p. 210) And Rada Ivekov
ic asserts "the fundamen
tal hypothesis that radical 
nationalism is a mecha
nism oj binary oppositions 
which, in the long term, in
variably leads to war. Be
cause women are less an
guished about their inter
nal frontiers and the 
limits of their bodies, they 
are more peaceful con
cerning outside (political) 
frontiers, all this having 
to do with identity and 
the way the subject (the 
one who acts) is built. 
Women are biologically 
and socially more open to 
the acceptance of the Oth
er in themselves (the sex
ual act and pregnancy)." 
(p . 189) 

Other analyses see na
tionalism as closely con
nected to national econo
my. Thus, it is given a 
transnational dimension 
through multinational cor
porate domination. A 
whole issue of Peuples 
Mediterraneens is devot
ed to these relations. It 
questions whether we are 
witnessing "The End of the 
National?"--title of the is
sue--(8) moving into the 
era of the transnational? 
Is a world polity conceiva
ble? What is the connec
tion between development 
and consumption as a new 
way of relating to the 

world, the urban as a uni
versal form, the intensifi
cation of migrant workers 
and the national? What do 
the State, the nation and 
their specific articulation 
of the previous Capitalist 
period of development be
come? Isn't a new biparti
tion of the world , crossing 
all social formations, sub
stituting the old center/ 
periphery division? Sever
al authors answer these 
questions and bring to 
light some important as
pects of the national. In 
"From a transnational or
der to a world polity?" 
Paul Vieille sees the na
tion -- a solidarity group 
led by a State aiming at 
defending the interests of 
its members against other 
NationStates --being re
placed by transborder sol
idarities . such as Mos
lems, disinherited, poor, 
the urban masses of the 
periphery. This transna
tional is not yet structured 
but works in the feelings 
and imagination of the 
masses. The role of a State 
is no longer to organize a 
nation against other na
tions, but to manage the 
relations between the frac
tions of the periphery and 
the transnational. Wheth
er we, or the Third World 
countries, want it or not, 
this is what is happening 
now. The national works 
against the transnational, 
the national remains the 
geographic space, the so
cial symbolic of move
ments struggling against 
transnational economy. 

In the Middle East and 
elsewhere, nationalism 
and feminism have never 
mixed very well. Women 
were used in national lib
eration struggles -- Alge
ria, Iran, Palestine, to 
name only a few -- only to 
be sent back to their 
kitchens after "indepen
dence" had been gained. 

(9) As Monique Gadant 
expressed in her Intro
duction to Women of the 
Mediterranean: 

Nationalism asked oj 
women a participation 
that they were quick to 
give. they Jought and were 
caught in the trap. For na
tionalism is Jrequently con
servative, even though it 
appears to be an inevita
ble moment oj political lib
eration and economic 
progress in which women 
need to advance along the 
patll to their own libera
tion ... What does it mean 
Jor women to be active in 
political organizations? 
The example of Algerian 
women is there to remind 
all women that participa
tion does not necessarily 
win them rights. From the 
point of view oj those 
women contributors who 
have grown up after a war 
oj liberation, everything is 
still to be done.(lO) 

It would seem that we 
need to redefine national
ism rather than dismiss it 
as a corruptive force. In 
the case of Lebanon and 
YugoslaVia, countries mo
saic in ethnic groups and 
religions , what political 
entity could help bring 
them unity? If national
ism were to mean belief in 
one's country as an entity 
to be loved for itself. left 
to develop and flourish 
outside of selfish inter
ests, if it meant love for 
the earth without owner
ship and possession. If all 
the various parties trying 
to dominate small pieces 
of territory were to unite 
under this love, I believe 
we could move toward a 
solution. And this is 
where I see feminism and 
nationalism blending. 

To those who believe 
that it is utopia to think 
that the two, feminism 



and na tiona lis m. ca n ever 
mix. I would like to s ug
gest firs t. tha t it h as n ev
er been tried s ince sexu
ali ty has n ever been con
ceptua lized as being at 
the center of the problem. 
Second , if an a nalysis of 
sexuality a nd sexu a l rela
tions is truly incorpora ted 
into revolutiona ry strug
gles, then nationa lism 
can be transformed into 
more revolutiona ry s tra te
gies . If wom en were to de
mand their rights. a 
transforma tion of va lues 
and roles in th e fa mily at 
the beginning of n a tiona l 
struggles. and if nationa l 
struggles were conceived 
with di ffe ren t a ims that 
do not perpetua te domi 
nation a n d ownership , we 
would move toward a dif
fe rent concep t of revolu 
tion. If this is utopia, I 
glad ly go a long with J ea n 
Willia m La- pierre's beau 
tifully expressed concept 
of the role of utopia in 
genera l. a nd more specifi 
cally in socia l life. He con
vincingly says that "uto
pia is the exploration of 
the possible."(II) 

How is sexu a lity a rti cu 
lated and mixed in the vi 
olence a nd wa rs we have 
witnessed a n d a re wit 
nessing in Leba non a nd 
Yugoslavia? Arab soc iety 
in genera l. a nd Leba n es e 
in pa rticula r . have always 
taken pride in the za'im 
(leader . chief. hero). The 
za'im is the m acho ma n 
par excellen ce. Not only 
does he embody a ll the 
usual masculine values of 
conquest. domination , 
competition , figh ting . a nd 
boasting . bu t a lso tha t of 
shatara (cleverness). Sha
tara mean s to succeed 
and ge t wha t one wa nts , 
even through Iyinl' a nd 
perfidy . Za'im a nd sha ta
ra are con cepts much val
ued in tribal SOCiety. The 
Leban ese war has tra n s -

;r >1!r~· '<jJ , 
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formed the za'im into the 
aska ri (milita ry-ma n). The 
aska ri h as technical 
tra ining. and his goal is 
the "self-preserva tion" of 
his group. In addi tion to 
his mili tary role and his 
economic-social function . 
h e played a nd continues 
to play a role tha t is vio
lently destructive of his 
country. and therefore of 
his s exuality . He uses 
weapons of wa r to destroy 
a nd seize control of one 
region or group. He pa r
ticipates in looting to ben 
efit his cli entele or fa mily 
a nd to extend the ra nge of 
his influ ence. Given the 
extension of his influen ce, 
h e builds a system of 
wealth di s tribution and 
gains even more power. 
Ma teria l goods and gains 
a re obta ined through his 
gun a nd other wa r a rsen 
a ls . It is a "primitive" sys 
tem and a viciou s ly de
structive cycle, ra ther 
th an a self-preserving 
one. The more m en de
s ire omnipoten ce a nd 
control of others. the 
more weapons are used. 
The mean s of conquest 
a re given a va lue in pro
portion to their s u cces s . 
The gun , the m achine
gun. the cannon -- a ll 
masculine sexu a l symbols 
which a re exten s ion s of 
the pha ll us -- a re pu t for
wa rd and u sed to conqu er 
a nd des troy. For Adam 
Farra r , there is a k ind of 
jouissance (mean s pleas
ure in a sexu a l s en s e. h as 
no equivalen t word in 
Englis h) in war: 

One oj the ma in Jeatures 
oj the phenomenology oj 
war is the uniqLLe intenSity 
oj e)(perience. Wa r experi 
ence is exa ctly the con
verse oj alienat ion. In war. 
the elimination oj a ll the 
norms oj intersubjectiv ity 
produces. not alienation. 
but the most intense jouis
sance. The machinillg oJ 

events on the plane oj in
tenSity (to use the Deleuz i
an image). the Jorm oj d e
sire. is LLtterly trans 
Jormed. Power no longer 
cons is ts in the capa city to 
red eem the warrants oj 
communicative in tersub
j ectiv ity. It consis ts in the 
ability oj the spear, the 
s word, the gLLn. napalm, 
the bomb etc. to manifest 
'in a blas t oj sound and 
energy and light' (or in an
other time, in the blood oj 
a severed limb or a disem 
bowelled body). the m er
est 'w ish flashing across 
y our mind /ike a shadow'. 
(12) 

Fa rra r con tinues, quo t
ing a n arti cle by Willia m 
Broyles in Esquire en t i
tled "Why Men Love Wa r ," 
tha t it is at some terri b le 
level. for men , the closest 
thing to what childbirth is 
for women: the initia tion 
in to th e power of life a n d 
death.(13). 

Elisabeth Badin ter m a
kes the s a me connection 
between the experi ence of 
childb irth a nd war: 

The word panos. d es ig
nating end ured p a in. ap
plies as m uch to a y oung 
man learning to hard en 
himself as to the pains oj 
child birth. In this struggle, 
the woman inverts certa in 
s ig ns oj v irility. 'In order to 
confront war and to gain 
access to the sta tus oj citi
zen. the Greek man buck
les up: while a woman in 
la bor. on the contrary . 
loosells her belt..... .. Nev
ertheless , even reversed, 
the s igll connecting mater
nity to comba t is there.' In 
both cases. man alld wom
an suffer a nd ri..c;/C d eath. 
Enough to raise them
selves to til e same level oj 
transcend ence. Enol1.gl1 to 
ma lee the resemblance w in 
over the d ifferences. 
Across two activ i t ies ap-

(8) Peuples Mediterraneens (Parts . 
1986. nos 35·36). Sce in particular 
'The double aspect of the 
lransnationa l category:' by Yann 
M ou lier· Sou lang. p. 5: 'The produ ction 
of d ictatorsh ips in the Th ird World, " by 
L..:'1e nnec Hlirbon , p. 13: 'The na tional 
metaphor: from independence to 
alicnation. " by Hele BCj i. p . 2 7: 
'Transllationa lizaUon and the 
reinforcement o f the State order ."' by 
Rene Gall issot. p. 49 : 'The 
disappointments of the intem aUonal 
New Eco nomiC Order and economic 
transnationality ." by Serge Latouche. 
p . 83: "Human rights. the 
transnational order and women ."' by 
Christine Faure. p. 179: and "From a 
tra nsnational order to world poli ly?" 
by Pa u l Vieillc. p. 309. 
(9) See Davies' Third World: Second 
Sex . 'The Role of Wom en in National 
Liberation Movements." pp. 6 1·96. in 
particular Soraya An tonius' "Fighting 
on Two Fronts: Convers<.l tions with 
ra l c ~ tinian Women", p. 63: 'The 
Experience of Armed Slruggl{' ." pp . 
97· 12-+: "Afte r the Revolution. "pp. 
125· 172, in particular "Iranian 
W omen: Th e Struggle Since the 
Revolu tion ." by the Londo n Iranian 
\Vomen's Libera tion Group, p. 143: 
a nd '"An Au tonomou s Women's 
Movement?" pp. 173 · 194, in particular 
'"\Vhy an Au tonomous Women's 
Movement?", by the Paris Latin 
American \Vom en's Group. p. 175. 
(10) Monique Gadant. "In troduction. " 
Women of the Mediterranean 
(London: Zed. 1986) p . 2. 
(1 1) Lapierre, "Femmes: une 
oppression millenaire," Alternatives 
Non Violentes : Femmes et 
Viole nces . No. 40. printemps 81. p. 
25. 
112) Actam Farrar. ·War . M ach ining 
Male Desire.'" War / Masculinity (cd. 
Paul Patton. Ross Poole. Sydney: 
rn tervcn tion) p. 66 . 
( 13) Ibict .. p. 6 1 
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parently opposed. men 
and women live a common 
experience which unites 
them in the same concept 
oj Humanity rather than 
isolating them in their sex
ual specijicity.(I4) 

What Badinter does not 
pick up is the fundamental 
difference between creat
ing life in the act of child
birth and destroying it in 
that of war. Relating the 
two within a human con
cept is not a valid explana
tion. Even if the two expe
riences could be brought 
together, they would di
vide rather than unite man 
and woman. 

The meaning and impor
tance given to a military 
weapon and to the sexual 
weapon are equal. Man 
uses his penis like he uses 
his gun: to conquer, con
trol, and possess. The 
whole macho SOCiety must 
be unveiled and con
demned because in the 
present system, one tries 
to obtain material goods 
and territory, not in order 
to enjoy them, not out of 
need, but to enlarge one's 
domain and authority. 
Similarly, sexual relations 
in Arab societies in partic
ular, are not built on 
pleasure, tenderness or 
love, but on reproduction, 
the preservation of girl's 
virginity (so-called 'honor' 
of the family), the confine
ment and control of wom
en for greatest male pres
tige, and the overestima
tion of the penis. Lapierre 
has shown that this phe
nomenon exists in almost 
all Civilizations, and that 
hunting followed by war is 
at the root of women's op
pression.(IS) And Bob 
Connell sees a relation
ship between masculinity, 
violence and war. He says 
it is not by chance that the 
great majority of soldiers 
are men. Thus, 20 million. 

of the 22 million people 
under arms in the world 
in 1976, were men. "Most 
of the police, most of the 
prison warders , and al
most all the generals, ad
mirals , bureaucrats and 
politicians who control 
the apparatus of coercion 
and collective violence. 
Most murderers are men. 
Almost all bandits, armed 
robbers , and muggers are 
men: all rapists , most do
mestic bashers: and most 
people involved in street 
brawls, riots and the 
like."(IS) But such con
nection should not be at
tributed to biology be
cause it would absolve 
masculine responsibility, 
i.e . men's violence asso
ciated to some human 
"destiny". It should rather 
be seen as part of social 
and cultural factors. 

It is very important that 
much oJ the actual violence 
is not isolated and individ
ual action, but is institu
tional. Much oJ the pooJter
bashing is done by the po
lice; much oj the world's 
rape is done by soldiers. 
These actions grow readily 
out oj the 'legitimate' vio
lence Jor which police Jorc
es and armies are set up ... 
The state uses one oj the 
great discoveries oj mod
em history. rational bu
reaucratic organization, to 
have policy -making cen
tralized and execution 
down the line Jairly uni
Jorm. Given this. the state 
can become the vehicle oj 
calculated violence based 
on and using hegemonic 
masculinity. Armies are a 
kind oj hybrid between bu
reaucracy and mas
culinity.(I7) 

For Connell, it becomes 
a matter of urgency to an
alyze and understand how 
masculinity is entangled 
in all that threatens the 
survival of humanity. "Vi-

olence is not just an ex
pression; it is a part of the 
process that divides differ
ent masculinity from each 
other. There is violence 
within masculinity; it is 
constitutive. "( 18) 

Susan Brownmiller in 
Against Our Will has 
shown how rape is a con
scious tactic of warfare. 
(19) Michel Foucault has 
written a great deal on the 
connection between 
death, sex, violence and 
male sexuality.(20) Wil
helm Reich has analyzed 
how repressed sexuality 
based on authoritarian 
family patterns is at the 
root of sadistic murders, 
perversions, psychological 
problems, social and polit
ical conf1icts.(2I) And Far
rar notices that: "War is a 
paradigm of masculinist 
practices because its pre
eminent valuation of vio
lence and destruction res
onates throughout other 
male relationships: rela
tionships to other cul
tures , to the environment 
and. particularly, to wom
en. If the 'masculinism' of 
war is the explanation for 
its intractability, then we 
must follow this path to its 
conclusion, wherever that 
may be ."(22) 

Wars are no longer 
Jought in the name oj a rul
er to be deJended; they are 
Jought in the name oj the 
existence oj us all; entire 
populations are raised up 
to mutually kill each other 
in the name oj the necessi
ty Jor them to live. Massa
cres have become vital. 
Sex well deserves death. 
It is in this sense, but strict
ly historical one notices 
that sexuality is today 
crossed by the death 
instinct.(23) 

Zarana Papic notices 
how in ex-Yugoslavia men 
who fight (and are terribly 



frightened by it) are not 
individuals but belong to 
a nationalistic. aggressive. 
criminal community. In 
order to be accepted by 
this "nation," they must 
kill as many people as 
possible, notably those 
who belong to the other 
"nation. " It is a masculini
ty belonging to a commu
nity that looks up to the 
great chief. i. e. the father 
who best knows what the 
community n eeds: 

This tribal patriarchy (at 
war with its greatest ene
my). puts women in their 
resigned roles oj mothers , 
wives, a nd keepers oj reJ
ugee children. Some oj 
them Iwve identified with 
the 'grent cause' and have 
been rart oj the battles. 
the shooting. the military 
lye stule. They have been 
accepted as such. as 
eqlwl to the warriors ; oj
ten, they are also media 
stars. But the most obvi
ous is that in these tragic 
times, women are com
pletely without importance 
and invisible, except in 
their roles as mothers and 
wives. They are not s een 
nor heard as possible sub
jects with a right to say 
what they think. and a 
voice in the events. War 
is a man's world.(24) 

Rene Girard , when ana
lyzing the relationship be
tween violence and relig
ion, and examining how it 
is expressed in various 
human groups which of
ten need a scapegoat to 
avoid annihilation, saw 
that the roots went back 
to sexuality: 

The close connection be
tween sexuality and vio
lence. common inheritance 
oj all religions. leans on 
an impressive body oj con
vergence. Sexuality Jre
quently starts in concert 
with v iolence, and in its 

immediate manifestations: 
kidnappings, rapes, deflo
rations , sadisms, etc .. and 
in its Jar away con
sequences.(25) 

Issa Makhlouf. in his im
pressive analysis of the 
Lebanese tragedy which he 
sees as a collective fascina
tion \vith death and de
struction, describes Leba
nese males as thirsty for 
killing: 

War is a Jeast, a kind oj 
total drunke nness, an or
gy. War unveils the joy oj 
d es troying. oj annihilating. 
oj killing to the bitter end. 

They f eel like giants, be
cause for a time they have 
gone beyond what could 
not be transgressed: 
death. Through killing , 
they compensate Jor their 
own fear oj death ... They 
kill because they are 
aJraid, an immense fear 
without any object. They 
kill to exorcise it.(26) 

Throughout the ages, 
m en have been fascinated 
with war. At some very 
deep level. it has been for 
them a way to prove their 
existence, an expression, 
according to Adam Farrar 
of "male desire." (27) De
sire as closely linked to 
sexuality and the death in
stinct has been studied by 
famous (Freud, Lacan to 
name only a few) and less
er known authors . Sexu
ality being connected to 
war, oppression, power, 
aggressiveness was also 
analyzed by a great many 
authors ranging from 
Reich, Bataille, Foucault, 
Laborit and Girard. More 
recent works are by men 
linking masculinity and 
war(Connell , Farrar, 
Poole , among others) to 
the whole body of feminist 
writing (Reardon, Dwor
kin, Barry. Enloe. Woolf, 
BrownmilIer, Badinter. 
Houston, Chod-orow. 

Showalter, Hi-gonnet. 
among others). How these 
issues can be articulated 
in today's societies and 
what avenues can be 
found for non-violence and 
peace as a positive force 
has been the work of a 
number of other writers . 
such as de Vilaine , War
ing, Morgan, Charara, Ben 
Ghadifa, Corm. Duvig
naud, Lapierre, Mu-Iler, 
Mendel, and others . 

The difference between 
the male theorists--Lacan. 
Freud. and Bataille among 
others--and the feminist 
ones--BrownmilIer, Dwor
kin, and Reardon among 
others--is that the connec
tion between sexuality and 
violence of the men does 
not indicate a need to 
change men, women, ob
jectification, or the domi
nant/ submissive sexuali
ty. In fact they celebrate 
it, while the women and a 
whole recent body of Aus
tralian male theorists-
Connell, Farrar and Poole
-want to change these 
conditions of female op
pression and male 
domination. 

A body of male Lebanese 
authors and their male 

(14) Elisabeth Badintcr. L'un est 
l'autrc: Des relations entre hommes 
et femmes (Paris: Ed itions Octile 
Jacob. 1986} p. 245. 
{I5} Lapierre. op . cit .. pp. 21·22. 
{16} Bob Connell. "Masculi ni ty. 
Vio lence and War,' War/Masculinity. 
op. cit .. p. 4. 
(17} Ibid .. pp. 8-9. 
(18) Ibid .. p. 8 . 
(19) Susan Brown miller. Against our 
Will: Men, Women and Rape {New 
York: Bantam. 1976) 
[20) See in particular Michel Fou cault. 
"Tales or Murder." I. Pierre Riviere 
(PengUin. 1978) 
(21) Wilheim Reich. L'irruption de la 
morale sexuelle (Palis: PayoL 1972. 
Hrst published in German in 1932J. 
(22J Farra r. in War/Masculinity. op. 
cit .. p. 59. 
(23) Michel Foucault. Histoire de la 
sexualite. 
(24) Zarana Papic. op.Cil .. p. 211. 
(25J Ren e Girard. La violence et Ie 
sacre . 
(26) Issa Makhlouf. Beyrauth au la 
fascination de la mort . 
(27} Farrar. op . cil .. pp. 68· 70 . 
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characters all seem to con
cur that death a"Tld de
struction are an expres
sion of or a substitute for 
sexuality and a fear of 
women. They live a schizo
phrenia, torn between 
East and West. tradition 
and modernity. War 
comes as a liberation from 
this tension. a cure to the 
sickness they are in . 

Are there any solutions/ 
actions to violence and 
war? Have they been ex
pressed theoretically? And 
have any been tried? In 
Lebanon, disarming a ll the 
various figh ting factions 
as a way -- immediate and 
efficient to remedy, 
seemed obvious but not 
sufficient to get at the 
roots of the problems. Dis
armament on an intern a
tional level and the stop of 
the sale of weapons world
wide could equally bring 
immediate unforeseen 
results. 

In Lebanon , peace 
marches. hunger strikes, 
sit-ins , petitions. appeals 
to internation a l and na
tional peace organiza
tions. confe rences and 
talks between the various 
communities were ven
tured. They bI-ought 
about some relief and 
hope. Lebanese women 
and some men were very 
active in this domain. 
Lebanese women often 
stood between the guns 
and tried to stop the kid
nappings. Wafa' St-ephan 
documented how "they 
tried to appease the fight
ers by paying visits to refu
gee camps and military 
headquarters and putting 
Dowers in the nozzles of 
guns."(28) Women one 
day tried to eliminate the 
militia checkpoints where 
people were being kid
napped. Going from East 
Beirut to West Beirut. 
from Phalangist ch eck-

point to Progressive 
checkpoint, they were 
speaking in the name of 
spouses. mothers . and 
sisters. They wanted the 
butchery to stop . They 
had built homes. but con
trary to what an Arab 
proverb says about boy's 
positive contribution to 
home and country, the 
sons had started destroy
ing the homeland.(29) 
The women blocked the 
passageways dividing the 
two sides of the capita!. 
organized a ll night sit-ins. 
and stormed into 10callV 
stations to interrupt the 
news in order to have their 
demands broadcast. (30) 

Numerous delegations 
were sent to various con
ferences throughout the 
world and to the United 
Nations. Numerous vigils. 
sit-ins, conferences, peace 
marches were organized 
inside and outside the 
country. Accad personally 
witnessed and partiCipat
ed in one of the actions for 
peace on May 6. 1984, 
when she taught at the 
Beiru t University College 
and participated in the ac
tivities of the Institute for 
Women's Studies in the 
Arab World of the. located 
in West Beirut. The action 
was initiated by Iman 
Khalifeh, a young woman 
from the Institute who 
worked in the nursery 
school of the College. She 
woke up one day. telling 
herself: "Enough! Enough 
of this useless butchery!" 
She worked \vith the pop
ulation of both sides of the 
city . The march was to 
carry as its sole slogan: 
"No to war. no to the 10th 
year of war! Yes to life!" It 
was to un ite both sides of 
the city at the only cross
point. known as the Mu
seum passage or demar
cationline. Thousands of 
people were to participate. 
Unfortunately, the march 

was stopped by a "blind" 
s helling (the word "blind" 
in Lebanon deSignates any 
shelling which does not 
appear to have precise 
aims or targets, but which 
according to many studies 
knows exactly what and 
why it is hitting) which re
su lted in many victims-
dead and wounded--on 
both sides. Iman has de
clared: "I was not intro
ducing an original 
thought--it was not a new 
idea. But it was the cry of 
the "silent majority" voiced 
aloud by a people that suf
fered and endured nine 
years of ugly war and by a 
people who carried no 
arms to defend themselves 
but struggled to avoid 
death. violence and ruin in 
order to live, to build and 
to continue to be."(31) 

Another significant ma
rch was that of the handi
capped . organized and 
carried out by Laure Mo
ghaize!. a woman lawyer 
and activist in the Non
Violence movement and 
human rights in Lebanon. 
during the summer of 
1987. Asked what she 
meant by non-violence in 
a n interview. Moghaizel 
replied: 

I am not a pacyI5t. I am 
revolted. revolted against 
ir!justices and violence. 
This is why [ use the tenn 
non-violent. There is a nu
ance. Paciflsm is aJonn oj 
passivity which Non
violence is not. It is a move
ment which wants peace 
and which is making itself 
known through an opposi
tion oj unconditional disar
mament. .. Non-violence is 
a struggle and who says 
struggle also says activity, 
dynamism ... It is a political 
action sustained and ener
getiC which reJuses to exer
cise violence. But it should 
not be confused with love 
Jor the other. We are not in 
the em oj Love. When 



there is corUIict. there is 
struggle. Non-violence is a 
theory very little known in 
1..ebanon.(32) 

She went about explain
ing the origins of the 
movement with Gandhi 
and Martin Luther King-
to cite only the well
known n a mes --and the 
differences and similari
ties in Lebanon. They were 
ready to suffer but martyr
dom is not the aim of non
violence. Their objective 
consisted in eliminating 
violence through non
violence. With dia logu e . 
persuasion , they hoped to 
modify the actions of hu
man beings . 

These a re some of the 
positive actions a t work in 
Lebanon. They may ap
pear wea k, simple and 
utopian in front of the de
structive a nd violent forc
es of politics and of Histo
ry. But History h as also 
shown tha t the actions of 
a Gandhi or a Martin Lu 
ther King did h ave a n im
pact on SOCiety and on the 
world. The theoretical 
framework for the cha nge 
we are proposing, lies in a 
blend of n a tionalism, fem 
inism and non-violent ac
tive struggles. 

If nationalism--in the 
way I have already defined 
it- -could unite all the vari 
ous factions under a com
mon aim and b elief for the 
existence and the surviva l 
of their country, it could 
move towards a real solu 
tion. But if n a tionalism re
mains at a sexist stage, 
and does not transcend 
ownership and possession 
as final goals, the cycle of 
violence will be repeated 
itself. In Le-banon. both 
nationalism and femi
nism--in a femi-humanist 
way to be defined--are 
necessa ry: n a tionalism in 
order to unite Lebanon, 

and feminism in order to 
change the values upon 
which social relationships 
a nd thus unity, are creat
ed and formed . The work 
must begin at the most 
persona l levels: with 
changes in attitudes and 
behavior toward one's 
mate, family, sexuality, 
and ultima tely one's com
munity and SOCiety. From 
such a personal begin
ning. a t least some of the 
internal conflicts might 
work towards resolution. 
With a stronger nation
hood. ra ther than poss es
sion and domination, the 
strength of Lebanon might 
be able to push out the ex
terna l inl1uen ces. 

What we will formulate 
is a radical change, a 
whole system to be re
thought and conceptual
ized. To use Betty Rear
don's words : 

What I am advocating 
here is a new world order 
value. reconciliation. and 
perhaps even Jorgiveness. 
not only oj those who tres
pass against us. but pri
marily oj ourselves. By un
derstanding that no hu
man being is totally 
incapable oj the most rep
rehensible oj human acts , 
or oj the most se1jless and 
noble. we open up the pos
sibilities Jor change oj cos
mic dimensions. E
ssentially this realization 
is what lies at the base oj 
the philosophy oj nonvio
lence. It we are to move 
through a disarmed world 
to a truly nonviolent one. to 
authentic peace and JUs
tice, we must come to terms 
with and accept the other 
in ourselves, be it our mas
culine or our Jeminine at
tributes or any oj those 
traits and characteristics 
we have projected on ene
mies and criminals, or he
roes and saints.(33) 

People's attitude must 

undergo profound trans
formations- -radical chan
ges in the way they per
ceive power and love: 

The Jundamental willing
ness to use violence 
against others on which 
warfare depends is condi
tioned by early training 
and continuous socializa
tion in patriarchal society. 
All are taught to respect au
thority. that is, Jear vio
lence .... Boys and men are 
encouraged to become 
more fierce, more aggres 
sive when they Jeel Jear. 
Fear in men is channeled 
into aggression. in women 
into s ubmission, Jor such 
behaviors are necessary to 
maintain patriarchal au
thoritarianism. Aggress ion 
and submission are also 
the core oj the basic rela
tions between men and 
women, accounting, many 
believe.jor women's tolera
tion oj male chauvinism. 
Some assert that these be
haviors are the primary 
cause oj allJorceJul exploi
tation, and accountJor per
haps the most significant 
common characteristic oj 
sexism and the war sys
tem: rape.(34) 

The notion of mixity, hy
bridity, c reolization. how
ever one wants to look at 
it, is also what could bring 
about a solution. Rada Ive
kovic develops it concern
ing Yugoslavia. She says 
that symbolically, women. 
more tha n men, represent 
a space of mixture , meet
ing, mixing. It is this femi
nine principal created by 
women through mixing 
which is being atta cked by 
those who want to purify 
their origins. "liberate" 
themselves from the Oth
er. negate the Other.(35) 

- Dr. Evelyne Accad, 
University of Illinois at 

Urbana-Champaign 

(28) Wafa Stephan . 'Women and War in 
Leba non, " Al-Raida (Beirut Universi ty 
College. no. 30. 1984) p. 3 . 
(29) Polity -Charara. op . cit.. p. 15. 
(30) Stephan. op. cit. . p. 3 . 
(31) Leila Abdo. "lman Khallfeh receives 
'Righ t to Livelihood Al ternative Nobel 
Prize for Peace', " Alumni Bulletin 
(Beirut Univer sity College. 1985) pp . 
15- 16. 
(32) May Makarem. "Avec la 
non -Vio lence Laure Moghaizel, r au tr e 
visage du Liban," L'Orient-Le Jour 
(Bei rul. March 16. 1988) p . 4. 
(33) Belly Reardon. Sexism and the 
War System (New York/London : 
Teacher's College/Columbia Univers ity. 
1985)p.94 
(34) Ibid .. pp . 38-39. 
(35) Ivek ovic . op. cit.. p. 19 1. 
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Alte-rnative Approaches 
to Conflict Resolution 

in Lebanon 
George Irani and Sami Baroudi, 

P eace cannot be equated only with the cessation oj military hos
tilities. It entails afirm commitment to conjlict resolution in a man
ner that meets the interests oj all. This issue is oj substantial sig
nificance in Lebanon now that military conJrontations have ended. 

Bue, Byblos. April 
14-16, 1994 

Keeping this in mind, 
Beirut University College 
(BUC) organized a confer
ence examining non
military and non-political 
approaches as well as di
mensions of conflict reso
lution. The conference's 
focus was reflected in its 
title: Acknowledgment. 
Forgiveness. and Recon
ciliation: Alternative Ap
proaches to Conflict 
Resolution in Lebanon. 

The theme of the collo
quim centered on the 
premise that purely politi
cal approaches to conflict 
resolution in Lebanon are 
inadequate: they ought to 
be supplemented with cul
tural. anthropologic~ • .l and 
psychological approaches. 
Attention was devoted to a 
careful examination of 
these a lternatives and 
their applicability to Leba
non. Some of the ap
proaches discussed are in
digenous to Lebanese and 

Arab culture: others 
(while developed in a dif
ferent cultural context. 
namely North American) 
are adaptable, perhaps, 
after significant modifica
tion, to the Lebanese 
condition. 

One approach that 
stems from our Lebanese 
tradition is the time
honored method of Sulha 

(peace making) still prac
ticed within certain com
munities and in certain re
ligiously mixed regions 
where multiple religious 
groups coexist. Sulha is 
used to resolve even multi
communal conflicts. 

Acknowledgment and 
forgiveness are essential 
components of the Sulha 
tradition. For Sulha to 

Left to Right: Dr. Riyad Nassar. Ms. Lori King-Irani, 
Dr. Merle Lejkoff, Dr. George Irani. Dr. Nabeel Haidar 



work, conflicting parties 
must acknowledge each 
other's rights and be will
ing to forgive , To forgive, 

I 
however, does not mean 
to forget past injustices 
and pain or to allow oth-
ers to inflict more pain in 
the future . Through the 
process of acknowledg
ment and forgiveness, the 
Sulha tradition is chosen 
so that participants can 
overcome the victimiza
tion syn-drome. 

Psychological approach
es to conflict resolution 
include more than ac
knowledgment and for
giveness. On the confer
ence's second day, Dr. 
Merle Lefkoff. an interna
tionally acclaimed facilita
tor, led two consecutive 
workshops designed to 
increase communication 
between parties that hith
erto h ad not had mean
ingful dialogues . The 
morning workshop fo
cused on how to conduct 
negotiations successfully 
and participants were 
asked to practice active 
listening. They were en
couraged to identity com
mon interests that could 

make it possible for them 
to move away from preset 
dispositions . The after
noon workshop was de
signed to help partici
pants open up to others 
and frankly discuss their 
problems. On the last day 
of the conference , a num
ber of conference partici
pants planted an olive 
tree to underline their 
commitment to seeing 
lasting peace emerge in 
Lebanon. 

Conference follow-up 
has begun in earnest. The 
first activity involves re
vising and updating some 
of the academic papers of 
partiCipants dealing with 
the causes and conse
quences of the Lebanese 
conflict and the rele
vance of acknowledg
ment. forgiveness and 
reconciliation. The sec
ond includes research to 
be conducted by two task 
forces that have already 
been formed : one is char
ged with investigating per
ceptions of others and 
stereotyping in post-war 
Lebanon; the other con
centrates on the problems 
of the physically chal-

lenged. These task forces 
will submit their reports 
in six months. The tangi
ble product will be pro
duction of an edited pub
lication (George Irani and 
Laurie King-Irani , editors) 
inclu-ding the main pa
pers of presenters, the re
ports of the task forces 
and proceedings of the 
confer-ence. 

In a follow-up evalua
tion of the conference one 
of the comments read as 
follows : Women seemed 
better able to understand 
and adopt the concepts oj 
acknowledgment and Jor
giveness . George Irani al
so stated that he though 
that if Lebanon was to be 
"saved," it would be the 
women who would do it. 

- George Irani, 
Assistant Professor, 

Social Science Division, 
Coordinator of Conference 

- Samir Baroudi, 
Assistant Professor, 

Social Science Division 
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Adnan, Etel. 1993. 
Of Cities and Women (Letters to 
Fawwaz). 
,California: The . Post-Apollo Press. 
ISBN 0-942996-21-6 
Upon the request of Fawwaz, Ete1 Adnan 
writes about Feminism through letters 
from various cities as she is visiting them. 
They are "letters to cities and women - that 
we, women and men alike, might evetually, 
before it is too late, find the right geogra
phy for our revelations." Adnan notes. 

Adnan, Etel. 1993. 
Paris, When It's Naked. 
California: The Post-Apollo Press. 

ISBN 0-942966-20-8 
Adnan explores the French colonialism in 
her. in her country (Lebanon) and its histo
ry. "A highly personal, life enhancing mas
terpiece in a deathly age of impersonality 
(Morgan Gibson) . 

Mernissi, Fatima. 1991. 
The Veil and the Male Elite: A 
Feminist Interpretation of 
Women's Rights in Islam. 
Translated by Jo Lakeland. New York: 
Addison-Wesley Publishing Company. 

Moghadam, Valentine M. 
(editor). 1994. 
Gender and National Identity: 
Women and Politics in Muslim 
Societies. 
London: Zed Books published for the 
United Nations University UNU / 
WIDER. ISBN 1-85649-246-X 
The authors explore women's experiences 
in the Algerian national liberation move
ment and most recently the fundamentalist 
FIS; similarly their involvement in the 
struggle to construct a Bengali national 
identity and independent Bangladeshi 
state; the events leading to the overthrow 
of the Shah and the subsequent Islamiza
tion of Iran; revolution and civil war in Af
ghanistan; and the Palestinian Intifada. 
The book argues that in periods of rapid 
political change. ' women in Muslim socie
ties are in reality central to efforts to con
struct national identity. 

Baron, Beth. 1994. 
The Women's Awakening in 
Egypt: Culture, Society. and the 
Press. 
New Haven: Yale University Press. 

Arebi, Saddeka. 
Women and Words in Saudi 
Arabia: The Politics of Literary 
Discourse. 
New York: Columbia University Press. 
Demonstrating that contemporary Saudi 
women writers use their work as a way to 
gain control 'over the Tules of cultural dis
course in their society. Arebi analyzes the 
work of nine of influential women writers. 
presenting excerpts of their writings. 

Toubia. Nahid. 1993. 
Female Genital Mutilation. 
New York: Women Ink. (to order con
tact: Women Ink. 777 United Nations 
Plaza, 3rd Fl. New York, NY 10017 
Tel. (212) 687-8633, Fax (212) 661-
2704.) 
Female Genital Mutilation summarizes 
what is known about the global prevalence 
of clitoridectomy and infibulation. It is a 
simple straightforward account of the med
ical and health implications of women who 
have been scarred phYSically, mentally and 
emotionally, by its practice which is mainly 
performed on children, most often without 
their consent. Dr. Toubia outlines legal, re
ligious, social and political steps to be tak
en to eradicate this practice. 

Millet, Kate. 1994. 
The Politics of Cruelty: An 
Essay on the Literature of 
Political Imprisonment. 
New York: Norton. 

Schwer, Margaret (editor) 1992. 
Freedom From Violence: 
Women's Strategies from 
Around the World. UNIFEM. 
Freedom from Violence tells the stories of 
women organizing to combat gender vio
lence in Sri Lanka, India, Pakistan, Malay
sia, Thailand, Sudan, Zimbabwe. Mexico. 
Bolivia, Brazil, Chile and the United 
States. From a cross cultural perspective, 
Freedom from Violence shares their sourc
es of inspiration and common threads of 
agreement about what needs to be done to 
confront violence in women's lives in all its 
aspects: physical, social, economiC, cultu
ral and legal. The book is an inspiration fo~ 
anyone engaged in the struggle to end vio
lence against women. 

Tucker, Judith E. (editor). 1993. 
Arab Women: Old Boundaries, 
New Frontiers. 
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